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 Abstract
 This research aims to investigate the Celtic presence in Northern Italy and the High 
$GULDWLF�GXULQJ�WKH�SKDVH�SULRU�WR�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�LQYDVLRQ�RI�����%&��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�
classical sources, at the beginning of the 4th century BC, Celtic communities crossed 
the Alps and settled in Italy. For ancient writers, this incursion was considered to be a 
brutal event, but archaeological evidence shows a different situation, suggesting that the 
Celtic presence in Italy can be traced back to the previous centuries. In the 5th century 
BC, Northern Italy was organized into large cultural entities which show close relations 
ZLWK�WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�QRUWK�RI�WKH�$OSV��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�H[FKDQJH�V\VWHP��
,Q�WKLV�GLYHUVL¿HG�FRQWH[W��ZH�REVHUYH�WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�GLIIXVLRQ�RI�/DWH�+DOOVWDWW�DQG�/D�
7qQH�HOHPHQWV��:H�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�$GULDWLF�9HQHWL�HDUULQJV��IRXQG�RQ�ERWK�
VLGHV�RI�WKH�$GULDWLF�6HD��0HWDO�DUWLIDFWV�DUH�DQ�RSWLPDO�¿HOG�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�
investigation. Their presence shows us the amplitude of individual mobility and allows 
us to deepen our knowledge about the strategies of cultural transfer, of the transmission 
of models and of the circulation of people and goods.
� .H\ZRUGV��,URQ�$JH��LQGLYLGXDO�PRELOLW\��&HOWLF�LPPLJUDWLRQ��+DOOVWDWW��/D�7qQH�

 Introduction
� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLVWRULRJUDSKLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ��WKH�\HDUV���������%&�ZHUH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
by a large-scale migration of Celts, when a group of Senones crossed the Alps into Italy, 
LQYDGHG�WKH�3R�3ODLQ�DQG�LQÀLFWHG�RQ�5RPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�ELWWHU�GHIHDWV�RI�LWV�KLVWRU\�
�'6���;,9�����������3OXW���&DP�����������3RO���,,���������/LY���9����������&ODVVLFDO�WH[WV�
GHVFULEH�WKLV�LQFXUVLRQ�DV�D�EUXWDO�HYHQW��7KRVH�WH[WV�SDLQW�D�YLYLG�SLFWXUH�±�DQG�LQFOXGH�
anecdotes tinged, at times, with irony – of ȀİȜĲȠȓ��īĮȜȐĲĮȚ��Galli, who crossed the 
Alps in large numbers, shaking up the Peninsula. These narratives are closely related 
WR�5RPDQ�KLVWRU\� �/HMDUV���������������7KH\�DUH� LQÀXHQFHG�E\�D�YDULHW\�RI� IDFWRUV��
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W��WKH�FXUUHQW�SROLWLFDO�SURSDJDQGD��DQG�D�FKURQRORJLFDO�
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gap of a few centuries between the events described. Sometimes, myth intersects with 
KLVWRU\��)RU�H[DPSOH�� WKHUH� LV� WKH�*DOOLF�FLWL]HQ�QDPHG�+HOLFR�IURP�3OLQ\� WKH�(OGHU��
while practicing the ars fabrilis�LQ�5RPH��KH�FDUULHG�GULHG�¿JV��JUDSHV��VRPH�VDPSOHV�RI�
RLO�DQG�ZLQH�WR�KLV�KRPHODQG�EH\RQG�WKH�$OSV��$�GHVLUH�IRU�WKHVH�SURGXFWV�JDYH�WKH�*DXOV�
WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�WKH\�QHHGHG�WR�GHFODUH�ZDU��3OLQ\�WKH�(OGHU���1DW��+LVW��;,,�����1 The 
WLPLQJ�RI�WKH�LQYDVLRQV�DOVR�UDLVHV�D�SUREOHP��DV�LW�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�V\QFKURQ\�RI�VSHFL¿F�
historical events (Bourdin 2012, 594-595 with source references).2 Archaeological 
VRXUFHV�SRLQW�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�¿UVW�WUDFHV�RI�D�&HOWLF�SUHVHQFH�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�
Italy appear at the end of the 7th century BC and increase over time. At the beginning 
of the Iron Age, Italy was organized into large cultural entities that enjoyed privileged 
UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�VRFLHWLHV�QRUWK�RI�WKH�$OSV��YLD�D�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�H[FKDQJH�QHWZRUN��)UH\�
��������������(SLJUDSKLF�VRXUFHV�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�VXFK�FRQWDFWV�GR�WDNH�SODFH�DW�DQ�HDUO\�
stage – at the beginning of the 6th century BC – as ostensibly witnessed by the Rubiera 
FLSSXV�,,�DQG�WKH�&DVWHOOHWWR�7LFLQR�LQVFULSWLRQ��'H�0DULQLV�����������9HUJHU�������������

 Celtic people before the Celts?

� 7KH� LGHQWLW\�RI� WKH�*DXOV� DQG� WKHLU�PLJUDWLRQ� WR� ,WDO\�KDYH� ORQJ�EHHQ� VWXGLHG� IRU�
over a century, thanks to the abundance of archaeological evidence, epigraphic and 
literary sources. Even if classical writers are relatively unanimous in dating the great 
wave of immigration at the beginning of the 4th century BC, archaeological data reveal 
D�PXFK�PRUH�FRPSOH[�DQG�PXOWLIDFHWHG�UHDOLW\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHVH�GDWD��WKH�PRYHPHQW�
of individuals from the north of the Alps was already underway during the previous 
FHQWXU\��9HUJHU�������������2YHU�WKH�ODVW�WZHQW\�\HDUV��D�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGLHV�KDYH�IRFXVHG�
RQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�&HOWLF�DUWHIDFWV�DPRQJ�WKH�,WDOLF�SRSXODWLRQV��JLYLQJ�SULRULW\�WR�
the analysis of regional series.3 However, the greatest attention has been directed to 
the Celtic groups who settled in Italy between the 4th and 3rd centuries BC. For that 
reason, before determining the impact of the arrival of the Celts and their integration 
into local Italic communities, it has been essential to analyze this phenomenon during 
the previous century, by identifying all the archaeological traces that anticipate the 
PLJUDWLRQV� DQG� WU\LQJ� WR� VROYH� D� ����\HDU�ROG� SUREOHP�� KRZ� VKRXOG�ZH� H[SODLQ� WKH�
³&HOWLF´�¿QGV�LQ�,WDO\�GXULQJ�WKH�FHQWXU\�EHIRUH�WKH�PLJUDWLRQV"�,Q�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�&HOWLF�SUHVHQFH�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�,WDO\��LW�ZDV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�UH�DSSURDFK�WKHLU�
LGHQWLW\� DQG� UHORFDWH� WKH� DUWHIDFWV� IRXQG� LQ� WKHLU� FXOWXUDO� FRQWH[W�� E\� D� FRPSOHWH� UH�
H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�ROG�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�PDWHULDO��
 The so-called “Celtic” migrations gave rise to many publications, conferences and 
H[KLELWLRQV��)RU�VHYHUDO�GHFDGHV�QRZ��WKH�VSUHDG�RI�DUWHIDFWV�IURP�ORFDO�WUDGLWLRQV�RXWVLGH�
their original territories has been a matter of interest to Protohistory. Culture historians 
H[SODLQHG�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�VLPLODU�DUWHIDFWV�DV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�PRYLQJ�KXPDQ�JURXSV��7KH�
DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�WHUULWRULDO�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�¿QGV�OHG�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�WR�DVN�ZKHWKHU�
the possessor of an object belonged to a Celtic or Italic group. In fact, archaeological 
UHPDLQV�KDYH�RIWHQ�EHHQ�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�SDUDOOHO�ZLWK�DQ�HWKQLF�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�
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7KH�UHVHDUFK�,�KDYH�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV�DOORZV�XV�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKH�WUXH�QDWXUH�
of these material traces, which shows early relations between the two sides of the Alps 
and the Adriatic Sea. As issues of ethnicity have never been far away from archaeology 
±�DQG�PLJUDWLRQV�KDYH�RIWHQ�EHHQ�D�VLPSOLVWLF�VROXWLRQ�WR�H[SODLQ�D�FRPSOH[�SUREOHP�±�,�
decided to adopt a different approach. In the past few years, I have focused on Northern 
Italy. The chronological range selected precedes the historical Celtic migrations and 
covers the period from the end of the 6th to the beginning of the 4th century BC. The 
corpus includes Late-Hallstatt and Early La Tène artefacts, and other related elements, 
VSUHDG�DFURVV�FHQWUDO�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�,WDO\��WKH�WHUULWRU\�RI�WKH�*RODVHFFD�FXOWXUH��3DGDQLDQ�
(WUXULD�DQG�WKH�$GULDWLF�9HQHWL�VKRXOG�EH�KLJKOLJKWHG��

)LJ�����1RUWKHUQ�,WDO\��*RODVHFFD�FXOWXUH��$GULDWLF�9HQHWL�DQG�3DGDQLDQ�(WUXULD�ZLWK�PDLQ�VLWHV�
PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�WH[W

� 7KLV�PHWKRG�HQDEOHV�PH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�FRPSDULVRQV�LQ�DUHDV�RQ�WKH�ERUGHUV��H�J��WKH�
$OSV��$GULDWLF�FRDVW��DQG�&RUVLFD��,URQ�$JH�FXOWXUHV�ZHUH�RSHQ�WR�IRUHLJQ�LQÀXHQFHV��
7KHVH�FXOWXUDO�HQWLWLHV�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG��DQG�WKH�IXQHUDU\�FRQWH[WV�GLVSOD\�
D� YDULHW\� RI� IHDWXUHV�� (WUXVFDQ�� QRUWK�$OSLQH� DQG� 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�� (SLJUDSK\� DQG�
RQRPDVWLFV�FRQ¿UP�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&HOWLF�VSHDNHUV�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�,WDOLF�FRPPXQLWLHV��
These people may have generic names describing them as foreigners, such as Eluveitie 
of Mantua,4 or Keltie and Treute of Spina.5 At other times, their names suggest that they 
had been part of local society for a long time and over several generations. The best-
NQRZQ�H[DPSOH�LV�7LYDO��%HOOHQ� who lived in Padua at the end of the 6th century BC 
�*DPEDFXUWD��������������
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 Finally, we have the archaeological sources, where the variety dominates the 
ceramics, metalworks and iconography as well. Metalworks in bronze and iron, such 
DV�¿EXODH�DQG�FORWKLQJ�DGRUQPHQWV��DUH� WKH�PRVW� LQWHUHVWLQJ�IRU� WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI� WKLV�
study. Metal objects, related to everyday activities and found outside the area of origin, 
can be considered as bearers of regional identities. This is based on the premise that 
WKHVH�REMHFWV��ZKLFK�DUH�OHVV�VSHFWDFXODU�WKDQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��LPSRUWHG�YDVHV��KDYH�OLWWOH�
commercial value outside the area of production. For this reason, in the archaeological 
literature they are the preferred anthropological and cultural markers for identifying 
the origin and status of their owners. The artefacts involved are items of personal 
adornment and offensive – and defensive – weapons. They occur both near settlements 
DQG�LQ�IXQHUDU\�DQG�YRWLYH�FRQWH[WV�RI�WKH�FXOWXUHV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��7KH\�DUH�QRW�RQO\�
objects; rather, they can become symbols that represent social value.6 Each material has 
EHHQ�VWXGLHG�LQGLYLGXDOO\�DQG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�LWV�FRQWH[W��LQ�RUGHU�WR�LGHQWLI\�UHFXUULQJ�
kinds of assemblages with “Celtic” elements. 
� ,Q�P\�GRFWRUDO� WKHVLV��,� LGHQWL¿HG�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�UHFXUULQJ�SKHQRPHQD�FRQFHUQLQJ�
the association of “Celtic”, or North Alpine,7 material with the assemblage, under three 
VWXG\� FRQGLWLRQV�� � ���7KH� DUWHIDFW� LV� SDUW� RI� D� SUHVWLJLRXV� DVVHPEODJH�� ,W� UHYHDOV� WKH�
presence of Celts who are perfectly integrated into the local elite, or it was adopted 
by non-Celts who ascribed to it a role in displaying rank through the accumulation of 
H[RWLF�JRRGV��7KH�PRVW�JODULQJ�H[DPSOH�LV�D�JURXS�RI�WRPEV�RI�WKH�$UQRDOGL�QHFURSROLV�
LQ�%RORJQD�LQ�3DGDQLDQ�(WUXULD��3DSL�����E����������$�W\SRORJLFDO�DQG�VW\OLVWLF�VWXG\�
RI�WKH�REMHFWV�LQ�WKHVH�WRPEV�KDV�UHYHDOHG�WKH�FRH[LVWHQFH�RI�WKUHH�FXOWXUDO�KRUL]RQV��D�
metallic ensemble of La Tène tradition (swords and openwork belt-hooks), local items 
from daily life (local pottery, gaming tokens, clothing accessories) and some imported 
Attic vases of very high quality, such as volute-craters.��:H�IRXQG�D�VLPLODU�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�
Spina. 2. The artefact was only adopted by certain groups of the population. It is often 
UH�GHVLJQHG��,W�ORVHV�LWV�RULJLQDO�IXQFWLRQ�DQG�SXUSRVH��,W�EHFRPHV�SDUW�RI�D�FRQWH[W�RI�
a different gender, or is treated as an ex-voto.9 This is the case of the openwork belt-
KRRNV��IXQFWLRQDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�/D�7qQH�VZRUG�VXVSHQVLRQ��ZKLFK��GHVSLWH�WKHLU�RULJLQDOO\�
masculine nature, are adopted by the wealthier Italic female population in association 
with selected products, such as gold and silver objects and imported vases (Papi 2021a, 
�����������7KH�DUWHIDFW�SURJUHVVLYHO\�DSSHDUV�LQ�DOO�WKH�PDVFXOLQH�DQG�IHPLQLQH�WRPEV�
of the population and replaces traditional local objects. Several necropolises of the 
*RODVHFFD�%HOOLQ]RQD�IDFLHV�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKLV�SDWWHUQ��7KH�*XGR�QHFURSROLV�LV�D�JRRG�
H[DPSOH��,QLWLDOO\��D�VPRRWK�GLIIXVLRQ�RI�³&HOWLF´�HOHPHQWV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�PDVFXOLQH�
FRQWH[WV��(DUO\�/D�7qQH�¿EXODH�MRLQHG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�W\SHV��&HUWRVD�;�Q�DQG�;�P��DQG�
UHSODFHG�WKHP�JUDGXDOO\��7KH\�¿QDOO\�EHFDPH�WKH�RQO\�W\SH�XVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�/D�7qQH�%��
SHULRG��,Q�FRQWUDVW��IHPLQLQH�FRQWH[WV�VKRZ�PRUH�DQFLHQW�¿EXODH�DV�IDU�EDFN�DV�WZR�RU�
WKUHH�JHQHUDWLRQV��WKHLU�XVH�KDG�VWRSSHG��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�XVHG�DJDLQ�DQG�UHYHDO�
large traces of ab antiquo repairs.
� 6HYHUDO� IDFWRUV� FDQ� H[SODLQ� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� H[RJHQRXV� SURGXFWV� RQ� D� VLWH�� 7KH�
archaeological evidence, involving the trade of goods or the movement of individuals, 
FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�TXDQWLI\��0LJUDWLRQV�OHDYH�SK\VLFDO�WUDFHV�WKDW�PXVW�EH�
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WHPSHUHG�ZLWK� D� UDQJH� RI� RWKHU� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�� IRU� H[DPSOH� WKH� DFFHSWDQFH� RI� QHZ�
traditions for a more rapid integration, or a distinction in self-identity between the 
private and public spheres (See Burmeister 1996, 15-16).10

 Migrations are a recurrent theme in ancient literature, sometimes reaching mythical 
SURSRUWLRQV��DV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��$QRWKHU�H[DPSOH�LV�Ver sacrum��³VDFUHG�VSULQJ´���D�
religious practice of ancient Italic communities that resulted in a large-scale movement 
of people as a process of conquest or settlement. Livy draws on this mythic background in 
H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�³MRXUQH\´�RI�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�&HOWLF�FRQTXHURUV�%HOORYHVXV�DQG�6HJRYHVXV��
at a time thought to be contemporary with Tarquin the Elder. Sent by Ambigatus – king 
of the Bituriges – in quest of new territories, the two brothers were responsible for the 
¿UVW�&HOWLF�PRYHPHQWV�11 Although the migratory practice of Ver sacrum is commonly 
accepted among the Samnites and the Picentens, it does not match with the presence of 
north-Alpine artefacts found in Italy before the 4th century BC and so does not solve 
the problem. There is no archeological evidence for invasions or mass migrations into 
Italy in the 5th�FHQWXU\�%&��,I�ZH�H[FOXGH�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�D�JUDGXDO�PLJUDWLRQ�H[LVWHG��ZH�
must therefore consider other possibilities.
 Personal mobility is a hypothesis.12 Over the past decade, research on human mobility 
has helped to paint a more dynamic picture of European protohistory (Cicolani 2017). 
The success of these studies lies in the attempt to overcome the “closure” inherent in 
WKH�YHU\�FRQFHSW�RI�³DUFKDHRORJLFDO�FXOWXUH´�DQG�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�FKDQJHV�±�W\SRORJLFDO�
and technical – observable in the archaeological sources through the circulation of 
individuals and groups, which contributed to direct contact between different populations 
(Bourdin 2012, 519-521). Based on a marriage, craft or commercial purpose, personal 
PRELOLW\�LV�QRZ�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�H[SODQDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�JRRGV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�
WKH�,URQ�$JH��2QH�H[DPSOH�� WKH�LPSDFW�RI�JHQGHU�DUFKDHRORJ\�RQ�,WDOLDQ�VWXGLHV�KDV�
largely re-evaluated the role of women in ancient societies. According to the model 
conceptualized by Kristian Kristiansen, women’s mobility due to marriage would be 
demonstrated by the presence of clothing elements far from the native environment 
�.ULVWLDQVHQ������� ���������� ,Q� WKLV� VHQVH�� LW�ZRXOG�EH�SRVVLEOH� WR� H[SODLQ� VRPH�RI�
WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�REMHFWV�E\�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�H[RJDPRXV�PDUULDJHV��0DWULPRQLDO�
VWUDWHJLHV� LQ� 3URWRKLVWRU\� KDYH� EHHQ� KLJKOLJKWHG� HYHQ�PRUH� UHFHQWO\�� LQWHUPDUULDJHV�
XVHG� WR� IRUJH� SROLWLFDO� DOOLDQFHV� OHG�&DVLQL� DQG�&KDXPH� ������� ��������� WR� H[SODLQ�
WKH�VSUHDG�RI�SHUVRQDO�LWHPV�RI�WKH�*RODVHFFD�W\SH�RXWVLGH�WKH�WHUULWRULDO�OLPLWV�RI�WKLV�
culture . Epigraphic evidence from Este and Padua also bear witness to this process.
 Intermarriages probably facilitated contact and integration between different 
populations. But the spread of artefacts also coincides with the circulation of goods by 
trade, diplomatic gifts, or cultural and commercial activities (Bourdin 2012, 557). The 
VDPH�LV�WUXH�RI�WKH�*UHHN�YDVHV�DQG�(WUXVFDQ�EURQ]H�YHVVHOV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�SULQFHO\�WRPEV�
of the Hallstatt cultures north of the Alps. These prestigious goods are found alongside 
others of more modest and domestic use. This association not only gives us a better idea 
of the diffusion of these “ordinary” products, but also, because of the very nature of 
WKHVH�REMHFWV��PDNHV�LW�HDVLHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�ÀRZV�RI�H[FKDQJH�DQG�
contact of more modest sections of the population, such as merchants, craftsmen and 
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women, over and above the “elites” traditionally considered.
 Another question is the “social effect” of human movements, particularly the 
multiculturalism that it produced. During the Iron Age, Northern Italy shows great 
cultural diversity, and artefacts of the north-Alpine typologies are part of an already 
YDULHJDWHG�FRQWH[W��$W�WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�%&��WKH�LQGLJHQRXV�,WDOLF�SRSXODWLRQV�
do not disappear completely. In fact, some regions do not seem to be affected by the 
DUULYDO�RI�&HOWV��IRU�6��%RXUGLQ��������������³«WKLV�ZDV�D�SKHQRPHQRQ�WKDW�IDU�IURP�
EHLQJ�D�FDVH�RI�PLVFHJHQDWLRQ��LV�TXLWH�WKH�RSSRVLWH�´�7KH�DXWKRU�FLWHV��DV�DQ�H[DPSOH��
the numerous Etruscan inscriptions at Adria and Spina associated with a very rare 
distribution of La Tène artefacts. As my previous work has shown (Papi 2021b, 301-
������&HOWLF�¿QGV� IURP�WKH�(WUXVFDQ�KDUERUV�RI� WKH�3R�'HOWD�DUH� UDUH�ERWK� LQ� WKH��th 
century and after the 4th century BC. For the period we are interested in, the circulation 
of artefacts above all involves cultural transfers, but if the “receiving” populations 
adopt an artifact, its original meaning is not always maintained.

 What do artefacts communicate? 

 I have chosen to analyze metal artifacts because this object type includes a large 
QXPEHU�RI�FDWHJRULHV�WKDW�UHIHU�WR�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�VHPDQWLF�¿HOGV��6PDOO�SHUVRQDO�LWHPV��
VXFK�DV�¿EXODH��DUH�XVHG�IRU�KROGLQJ�WRJHWKHU�FORWKHV��7KH\�EHORQJ�WR�HYHU\GD\�XVH�DQG�
DUH�D�FRPPRQ�JUDYH�JRRG��EXW�VRPHWLPHV�¿EXODH�DUH�QRW� MXVW� IRU� IXQFWLRQ�� WKH\�DUH�
designed to be an art piece and display the deceased’s wealth. Behind their variation 
we can see regional differences and a connection with issues of identity and gender. 
)URP�DQ�HFRQRPLF�SHUVSHFWLYH��¿EXODH�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�VSHFLDO�YDOXH��+RZHYHU��WKH\�FDQ�
be used as regional markers, to observe the movements of individuals. As the most 
widely used items of ancient costume, they are a kind of “guide fossil”. Their presence 
on archaeological sites is used to date stratigraphic levels, as their morphological 
characteristics evolve very rapidly. As they are a functional element, it is reasonable to 
assume that their diffusion mirrors the movement of people. 
� 6RPHWLPHV�� WKH�GHFHDVHG¶V� LGHQWLW\� LV�H[SUHVVHG� WKURXJK� WKH�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�FHUWDLQ�
objects, such as La Tène swords. The sword could reveal the military activity of its 
owner, but may also indicate the adoption of Celtic weapons by non-Celts. As Lejars 
������������VWDWHV��³«WKH�VZRUG�LV��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�¿EXOD��RXU�PDLQ�VRXUFH�RI�PDWHULDO�
evidence of the close links between the Celts of Italy and the communities of the 
northern Alps.” The same principle applies to the century preceding their arrival.
 The presence of Late Hallstatt and Early La Tène artefacts highlights the special 
link between Northern Italy and the territories north of the Alps. Their archaeological 
interpretation allows multiple perspectives. The geographical spread of artefacts outside 
their original area evolves over time, and the spatial dissemination may depend on 
D�QXPEHU�RI�IDFWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�FRPPHUFLDO�H[FKDQJH��H[RJDPRXV�PDUULDJH��DUWLVDQDO�
collaboration, etc. 
� ,W� LV� FOHDU�� KRZHYHU�� WKDW�+DOOVWDWW� DQG�/D�7qQH�¿EXODH��ZHDSRQV�� DQG�EHOW�KRRNV��
found in Italy cannot be systematically interpreted as markers of migrations. They are 
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WKUHH�IXQGDPHQWDO�VHWV�RI�DUWHIDFWV�IRU�PHDVXULQJ�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�YLVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
Celtic groups in Northern Italy, but the reception of an artefact in another community 
LQYROYHV�PRUH�FRPSOH[�SKHQRPHQD��
� :HDSRQV�DUH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�DQ�LGHQWLW\�YDOXH�DOUHDG\�LQ�$QWLTXLW\��DQG�WKHLU�UHFHSWLRQ�
in another society can take place at different levels. Those items may retain their original 
function, or be re-elaborated by the receiving communities, as in the case of La Tène 
openwork belt-hooks (Stöllner 2014, 233). My previous research has shown how the 
reception of these hooks changes according to cultural area, being a symbol of social 
VWDWXV�LQ�(WUXVFDQ�3DGDQ�DQG�9HQHWR�FXOWXUHV��3DSL�����D�����������3DSL�����E�������
7KLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�WHVWL¿HV�WR�WKH�DWWULEXWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�V\PEROLF�FKDUJH��,WDOLF�FXOWXUHV�
that received them appropriated the artefact, but not its original meaning.

� ,Q�D�&HOWLF�ZD\"�$�ORFDO�VW\OH�ZLWK�&HOWLF�LQÀXHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�,WDO\�DQG�
 the Balkans

� 7KHUH�LV��KRZHYHU��DQRWKHU�IDFWRU��RIWHQ�OHIW�RXW��WKH�ORFDO�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�
HOHPHQWV�WKDW�VKRZ�D�FOHDU�&HOWLF�LQÀXHQFH��7KH�HDUULQJV�SURGXFHG�LQ�9HQHWR�EHWZHHQ�
the 5th and 4th�FHQWXU\�DUH�DQ�H[DPSOH��

)LJ�����3DGXD��QHFURSROLV�9LD�7LHSROR�� WRPE���������������6LOYHU�HDUULQJV� �*DPEDFXUWD�DQG�
5XWD�6HUD¿QL�������¿J����

� &LUFXODU�FRPSOH[�HQGHG�RU�FXUOHG�HQGHG�HDUULQJV�DUH�QRW�SURSHUO\�/DWH�+DOOVWDWW�RU�/D�
7qQH�DUWHIDFWV�EXW�WKH\�GR�KDYH�GLVWLQFWLYH�QRUWK�$OSLQH�LQÀXHQFH��7KLV�ORFDO�SURGXFWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�&HOWLF�VW\OH�VKRZV����HDUULQJV�IURP�¿IWHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�FRQWH[WV��DOO�RI�WKHP�LQ�WKH�
9HQHWR�UHJLRQ��0RVW�RI�WKHP�DUH�IURP�IXQHUDU\�FRQWH[WV��(VWH��0RQWHEHOOXQD��*D]]R�
9HURQHVH���7KH�W\SRORJ\�LV�DV�IROORZV��HDUULQJV�DUH�PDGH�RI�EURQ]H��LURQ��VLOYHU�RU�JROG��
6RPHWLPHV�WKH\�KDYH�D�FRPSOH[�WHUPLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�JOREXODU�EHDGV��VRPHWLPHV�
a simpler curled termination, as an “S”. The diameter varies from 4.6 cm to 9 cm. The 
PRVW�FRPPRQ�DUH�WKH�FRPSOH[�HQGHG�HDUULQJV��RI�ZKLFK�WKHUH�DUH����
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)LJ�����0DS�RI�HDUULQJ�GHQVLW\�LQ�WKH�9HQHWR�UHJLRQ�����(VWH�����*D]]R�9HURQHVH�����6DQ�%ULFFLR�
LQ�/DYDJQR�����0RQWHEHOOR�9LFHQWLQR�����0RQWHFFKLR�0DJJLRUH�����3DGXD�����0RQWHEHOOXQD��

 Earrings belong to the most recent category in my corpus, dating from La Tène 
%��7KH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�DSSHQGL[�PDNHV�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�VHULHV��DQ�
older one and a more recent one. The older series (La Tène B1) includes specimens 
ZLWK�PRUH�FRPSOH[��ZHOO�GH¿QHG�DSSHQGL[HV�� VXFK�DV� WKH�HDUULQJV� IURP�0RQWHEHOOR�
9LFHQWLQR�� IURP�WRPE�(VWH�&DVD�5LFRYHUR�����DQG� WRPE�YLD�7LHSROR�����7KH�UHFHQW�
H[DPSOHV��/D�7qQH�%����KDYH�PRUH�VW\OL]HG�HQGV�
 These earrings are very different from the local tradition, although their general 
GLVWULEXWLRQ�LV�DOPRVW�H[FOXVLYH�WR�9HQHWR��7KH�VKDSH�RI� WKH�DSSHQGL[�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�
Celtic “plastic style” – although more recent – found north of the Alps, especially 
in the eastern and Bohemian area, such as the ankle rings from Klettham (Bavaria) 
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DQG�3ODĖDQ\��%RKHPLD���EXW�WKHVH�DUH�RQO\�SDUWLDO�FRPSDULVRQV��7KH�DEVHQFH�RI�GLUHFW�
comparisons with the north-Alpine area, and the limited distribution, characterize those 
HDUULQJV�DV�D�SURGXFW�RI�9HQHWR�FUDIWVPDQVKLS��EXW�ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQWLDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�ORFDO�
tradition for the plastic aspect of the terminations and the use of noble metals. Another 
FRPSDULVRQ�VHHPV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKLV�W\SH�RI�REMHFW��VWLOO�LQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�RUQDPHQWDO�
items, glass paste beads with oculi could be a good parallel.

)LJ�����(DUULQJV�������(VWH�DQG�0RQWHEHOOR�9LFHQWLQR��%HDGV�������&HQHGD��QHFURSROLV�$L�)UDWL�
�$UQRVWL�������¿J����������)RUFHOOR��0DQWXD��'H�0DULQLV�DQG�5DSL�������¿J������������%XF\�OH�
/RQJ��'HVHQQH�������¿J��������$QNOH�ULQJV�����.OHWWKDP������3ODĖDQ\��0RVFDWL����������������

 From the second half of the 5th century onwards, these beads were already present 
in previous centuries, spreading throughout Europe, especially in central Europe, and 
UHDFKLQJ�VHYHUDO�WHUULWRULHV�RYHU�D�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH��7KH\�DSSHDUHG�LQ�*DXO��,WDO\��7LFLQR��
Slovenia and Bohemia.
� *HWWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�HDUULQJV�LQ�$GULDWLF�9HQHWL�WRPEV��WKHUH�LV�D�IUHTXHQW�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�/D�7qQH�DUWHIDFWV�EHORQJLQJ� WR� FRQWH[WV�ZLWK�SUHVWLJH�JRRGV� �WRPE�
(VWH�&DVD� 5LFRYHUR� ����� KHUH� ZLWK� /D� 7qQH� ¿EXODH� DQG�$WWLF� SRWWHU\�� WRPE� (VWH�
&DVD�5LFRYHUR�����������ZLWK�/D�7qQH�¿EXODH��WRPE�(VWH�&DVD�5LFRYHUR�����ZLWK�DQ�
RSHQZRUN�EHOW�KRRN�DQG�EHOW�ULQJV��3DSL�����D����������)RU�FRQWH[WV�ZLWK�WKH�ULFKHVW�
and almost aristocratic items, see tomb Montebelluna 264, tombs Este-Casa Ricovero 
���DQG������)LJ������7KH�PDLQ�¿QGV�DUH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�(VWH�DUHD��WKLV�SUHYDOHQFH�
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has been interpreted as the result of local production in specialized ateliers, intended to 
SURGXFH�³H[RWLF´�RUQDPHQWV�WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�D�VHOHFWHG�ORFDO�FOLHQWHOH�

)LJ�����(VWH�&DVD�5LFRYHUR�����FDOOHG� WRPE�RI�1HUND�7URVWLDLD�����*HQHUDO�GLVSRVLWLRQ�RI� WKH�
JUDYH�JRRGV�����$QWKURSRPRUSKL]HG�IXQHUDU\�XUQ�ZLWK�JROG�FRPSOH[�HQGHG�HDUULQJV�DQG�JROG�
/D�7qQH�¿EXODH�����$WWLF�EHOO�NUDWHU�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�)LORWWUDQR�3DLQWHU��*DPEDFXUWD�DQG�5XWD�
6HUD¿QL��������������

 7KH�FHQWHU�RI�0RQWHEHOOR�9LFHQWLQR�DOVR�VKRZV�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�
HDUULQJV��WKH�GDWD�DUH�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�VXJJHVW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RQ�VLWH�DWHOLHUV��EXW�WKH\�
GR�DOORZ�XV�WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�D�GLVWULEXWLRQ�DUHD�WKDW�H[WHQGV�RYHU�WKH�QHDUE\�WHUULWRULHV��
with an opening towards the north-east. On a larger geographical scale, the distribution 
RI�HDUULQJV�VXJJHVWV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�WR�RWKHU�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�WHUULWRULHV��D�IUDJPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�
found in the Castelraimondo settlement in Forgària (UD), in a building from the begin-
QLQJ�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�%&��DQG�D�ZKROH��EXW�SDUWLDOO\�FRPSDUDEOH��H[DPSOH�KDV�EHHQ�
found in a storage site in Castelselva in Levico (TN). 
On the other side of the Adriatic, in the Northern Balkans, other parallels come from 
1H]DNFLM� �,VWULD��� ZKHUH� VLOYHU� HDUULQJV� ZLWK� FXUOHG� H[WUHPLWLHV� DUH� IRXQG� LQ� WRPE�
I/3744. Although these items are not numerous, they point to a wider distribution along 
WKH�7DJOLDPHQWR�D[LV��D�URXWH�DOUHDG\�XVHG�IRU�FRPPHUFLDO�WUDGH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�$OSV�DQG�
the High Adriatic.
 In the Balkan peninsula, the spread of Hallstatt elements mainly affects Istria, and 
seems to be related more to the eastern than the western Hallstatt group. Studies on the 
western Hallstatt group are very limited, but still make some considerations possible.  
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� 7KH� DUULYDO� RI� WKH� &HOWV� LQ� ,WDO\� RQ� WKH� RQH� KDQG�� DQG� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� RI� *UHHN�
colonies in the central Adriatic – with the diffusion of Hellenism – on the other hand, 
PDUNHG�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�¿QDO��th phase of Histra culture during the 4th century BC 
�*DEURYHF�DQG�0LKRYLOLF�����������������7KLV�FRUUHVSRQGV� WR� WKH�¿IWK�SKDVH�RI� WKH�
,VWULDQ�FKURQRORJ\�SURSRVHG�E\�-��6DVHO�LQ������

Fig. 6. Localisation of Nesactium and the main Protohistoric cultures in the Balkans.

 In the second half of the 5th century BC, the Negau helmet of Slovenian type appeared 
in Nesactium, east of Pula, which persists in the 4th century BC, as well as the Alpine 
type of the “Sanzeno” group, attested through the 1st century BC (Mihovilic 1996, 52-
55).
� $ORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�W\SH�RI�KHOPHW��ZH�VWLOO�¿QG�WKH�LURQ�VSHDUKHDGV�ZLWK�ORQJ�EODGH��
DQG�D�QHZ�W\SH�RI�D[H�ZLWK�DQ�³HDU�´�D�ODWH�+DOOVWDWW�ZHDSRQ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�
south-eastern Alpine area. Other evidence points to contacts with the Celtic Hallstatt 
ZRUOG��SUHVHQW��DOWKRXJK�QRW�DV�H[WHQVLYH�DV�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�,WDO\��DV�¿JXUDWLYH�VLWXODH�ZLWK�
GHHU��LEH[�DQG�À\LQJ�ELUGV��DQG�ODWH�&HUWRVD�¿EXODH�RI�W\SH�;��;,,�DQG�9,,��7KHUH�LV�D�
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belt-hook from tomb Nesactium 1/3, with a close parallel to the Este-Capodaglio 31 
WRPE��ZLWK�/D�7qQH�HOHPHQWV�IURP�WKH�9HQHWR�UHJLRQ��%XW�HYHQ�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LV�WKH�
presence of silver earrings with curled ends, elements of Celtic style but typical, as we 
KDYH�VHHQ��RI�WKH�FXOWXUH�RI�WKH�$GULDWLF�9HQHWL��0LKRYLOLü�������������7KH�VDPH�PRGHO�
is also found in Notranjska (Slovenia) with a local adaptation, as the earring is worn as 
D�EUDFHOHW��*XVWLQ�������������$PRQJ�WKH�NQRZQ�DUWHIDFWV�IRXQG�VR�IDU�LQ�,VWULD��&HOWLF�
REMHFWV� DUH� H[WUHPHO\� UDUH��ZKLFK� LV�ZK\� WKLV� HYLGHQFH� IRU� FRQWDFWV�ZLWK� WKH�&HOWLF�
LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�9HQHWLDQ�FXOWXUH�VHHP�WR�PH�WR�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�UHPDUNDEOH�13 
 ,Q�WKH�9HQHWR�UHJLRQ��WKH�PDLQ�FHQWHUV�RQ�WKH�SODLQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�VHWWOHPHQWV�RQ�
WKH�HGJHV�RI� WKH� WHUULWRU\�� VKRZ� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�QRUWK�$OSLQH�HOHPHQWV� �¿EXODH�� DQG�
earrings later on), which appeared at an early stage at the turn of the 5th century 
�&DO]DYDUD�&DSXLV�DQG�5XWD�6HUD¿QL������������3DSL�����D����������7KHLU�SUHVHQFH�
LV�H[WUHPHO\� LPSRUWDQW� LQ� WKDW�DUHD��DV�ZH�ZLOO� VHH� LQ� WKH�QH[W�SDUDJUDSK��)URP� WKLV�
initial phase on, a circulation network becomes clear in the Adige and Piave valleys. In 
fact, evidence of early contacts emerges from the upper Piave and Cadore valleys and 
VXJJHVWV�DQ�RYHUWXUH�WR�WKH�¿UVW�IRRWKLOOV�RI�WKH�$OSV��VLQFH�WKHVH�DUHDV�DOVR�GHOLYHUHG�
VLPLODU�DUWHIDFWV��D�QXPEHU�RI�¿EXODH�ZLWK�GXFN�KHDGV�DQG�GRXEOH�GUXP�IHHW�FDQ�EH�
found in the Belluno (Caverzano) and Trento (Sanzeno, Mechel) areas. (Frey 1971, 
���������0DU]DWLFR������������.UXWD�DQG�0RXFKD������������7KHVH�H[DPSOHV�RI�/DWH�
+DOOVWDWW�W\SRORJ\�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�ZKROH�VHULHV�RI�¿EXODH�ZLWK�]RRPRUSKLF�IHHW�
closely related to the östalpinen� 7LHUNRSI¿EHOQ�� WKH� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI�ZKLFK� LV�PRVWO\�
concentrated in the eastern Alpine zone, also reaching Slovenian lands beyond the 
Isonzo river (Migliavacca 2012, 69-71).
� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\��LQ�WKH�,WDOLDQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ��WKH�9HQHWR�DUHD�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�
FRQVLGHUHG�DV�YHU\�FORVHG�WR�H[WHUQDO�FXOWXUDO�LQÀXHQFHV��GXH�WR�WKH�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�
imported goods found there. This perspective was only overturned after the work of Irene 
)DYDUHWWR���������ZKR�FRPSLOHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�D�FDWDORJXH�RI�$WWLF�FHUDPLFV�IRXQG�LQ�
WKH�PDLQ�VLWHV�LQ�9HQHWR��6LQFH�WKHQ��PDQ\�VSHFLDOLVWV�KDYH�VWXGLHG�WKH�³H[RWLF´�DUWLIDFWV�
LQ�9HQHWR�JUDYH�JRRGV��,Q�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�LPSRUWHG�PDWHULDO�LQVLGH�WKH�
9HQHWR�FXOWXUH�QR�ORQJHU�FDXVHV�DQ\�GHEDWH��7KH�FXUUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ�VKRZV�D�FXOWXUH�WKDW�
is quite selective and rooted in traditions, but does not reject imported elements, which 
DUH�XVXDOO\�UHVWULFWHG�WR�WKH�ULFKHVW�IXQHUDU\�FRQWH[WV��7KH�UH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GDWD�
KDV�OHG�WR�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�VHYHUDO�WRPEV�FRPELQLQJ�REMHFWV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�FXOWXUHV��
:H� WKXV�¿QG� WKH� FUHPDWLRQ�XUQ�RI� WKH� ORFDO� W\SH�� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�SHUVRQDO� LWHPV�RI�
WKH� ORFDO� W\SH� �EURQ]H� EHOWV�� &HUWRVD�W\SH� ¿EXODH���ZLWK� LWHPV� RI� WKH� ORFDO� W\SH� EXW�
DOUHDG\�LQ�&HOWLF�VW\OH��FRPSOH[�HQGHG�HDUULQJV���DQG�RI�WKH�/DWH�+DOOVWDWW�RU�/D�7qQH�
W\SH��0DU]DERWWR�W\SH�¿EXODH��/D�7qQH�EDFN�IRRW�¿EXODH��RSHQZRUN�EHOW�KRRNV���7KH�
FHUDPLF�VHW�VKRZV�D�VLPLODU�YDULHW\��ZLWK�YHVVHOV�RI�ORFDO�9HQHWR�WUDGLWLRQ��JUH\�FOD\�
FXSV��DQG�LPSRUWHG�SURGXFWV��(WUXVFDQ�3DGDQ�W\SH�FXSV�DQG�UHG�¿JXUH�$WWLF�YDVHV���
� $V�2�+��)UH\������������KDV�DOUHDG\�QRWHG��³LW�LV�FOHDU�IURP�WKLV�WKDW�>���@�FRQWDFWV�
between the two regions must not have been episodic, but that there were longer-term 
relationships during the phases of the Late Hallstatt.” However, rather than systematically 
indicating the physical presence of a “foreigner” on site, these relationships are also 
FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�D�V\VWHP�RI�WUDGH�DQG�H[FKDQJH��DOUHDG\�HQYLVDJHG�E\�&DSXLV��������
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����DQG�$GDP��$GDP������������7KH�VSUHDG�DV�IDU�DV�,VWULD�FRQ¿UPV�WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV�
and encourages us to continue our research in this direction. In fact, although the 
spread of Celtic elements beyond the Alpine arc is generally acknowledged by the 
VFLHQWL¿F�FRPPXQLW\��DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�VWXG\�FRYHULQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�WHUULWRU\�LV�VWLOO�ODFNLQJ��
0\�GRFWRUDO� UHVHDUFK�ZDV� WKH�¿UVW� VWHS� WRZDUGV� D� FRPSDUDWLYH�YLHZ�RI� WKH� FXOWXUHV�
LQYROYHG�� $V� DOUHDG\� PHQWLRQHG�� ,� LGHQWL¿HG� WKUHH� GLIIHUHQW� UHFXUULQJ� SKHQRPHQD�
concerning the association of north-Alpine/Celtic material with the assemblage. I think 
it would be interesting to enlarge this perspective and try to understand whether  and 
how the Balkan sector is involved in the same phenomena recognized in Italy in the 
5th century BCE. For the moment there are no studies available on this matter, so a 
comprehensive review of the available data, such as that carried out for northern Italy, 
would be welcome. This article is therefore intended as a starting point for a more 
comprehensive analysis, aimed at the entire Balkan Peninsula and the Slovenian arc, 
where elements linked to the (this time, eastern) Hallstatt culture have already been 
LGHQWL¿HG�14

 Conclusion

� 7KH�UHVHDUFK�FDUULHG�RXW� IRU� WKLV�DUWLFOH�KDV��UH�GH¿QHG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI� UHODWLRQV�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�¿UVW�&HOWLF�JURXSV�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�,WDO\�LQ�WKH��th century. This study was based 
SULPDULO\�RQ�D�UH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�H[LVWLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VRXUFHV��
7KH�GDWD�UHYLVLRQ�ZDV�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�VWHS�LQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRUSXV�DQG�WKH�
FRQWH[WXDOL]DWLRQ�RI�HDFK�DUWLIDFW�� ,� LGHQWL¿HG���� VLWHV� WKDW�SURGXFHG�DUWHIDFWV�RI� WKH�
Late Hallstatt or Early La Tène type. A collection of 370 items has thus been compiled. 
These markers have made it possible to highlight several dynamics in the contacts 
between the two sides of the Alps and the Adriatic Sea, but they have also raised a few 
questions.
 Firstly, these contacts are not restricted to the 5th century BC. Epigraphic sources 
SRLQW�WR�WKHLU�HDUOLHVW�RULJLQV��FRQ¿UPHG�E\�WKH�PDQ\�LQVFULSWLRQV�LQ�/HSRQWLF�±�$OSLQH�
Celtic – writing. At the turn of the 6th century BC, Hallstatt antennae-swords appear 
LQ�WKH�ULFKHVW�WRPEV�RI�WKH�*RODVHFFD�DQG�)HOVLQD��%RORJQD��FRPPXQLWLHV��7KRVH�¿UVW�
H[DPSOHV��OLNH�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�IROORZ��GR�QRW�PDNH�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�GUDZ�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�SK\VLFDO�SUHVHQFH�RI�IRUHLJQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�D�
ORFDO�HOLWH�WKURXJK�H[RWLF�ZHDSRQV��7KH�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�SOD\V�D�VHFRQGDU\�UROH��
since origin and ethnic identity are subjected to an interpretation built around modern 
GLVFRXUVH�� WKDW�ÀXFWXDWHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLVW¶V� MXGJHPHQW��$UFKDHRORJLFDO�
GDWD�DUH�HVVHQWLDO��EXW�LQVXI¿FLHQW�WR�UHVROYH�WKLV�LVVXH�
 +RZHYHU�� IROORZLQJ� DQ� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� DSSURDFK�� D� IXUWKHU� FODUL¿FDWLRQ� LV� QHHGHG��
LQVWHDG�RI�XVLQJ�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�³LQVHUWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�&HOWLF�JURXSV´��LW�ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�
DSSURSULDWH�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�PRGHV�RI�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�&HOWLF�DUWHIDFWV��0RVW�RI�P\�
considerations relate to the circulation of these artefacts, which involve communities 
ZKRVH�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH�UHPDLQV�¿UPO\�URRWHG�LQ�WKHLU�WUDGLWLRQV��,QGHHG��WKHVH�REMHFWV�
seem to have been used as a manifestation of social status rather than being brought 
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by moving individuals. According to the records collected, there were no movements 
of organized groups during the 5th�FHQWXU\�%&��,Q�RQO\�D�IHZ��YHU\�VSHFL¿F�FDVHV��LV�LW�
SRVVLEOH�WR�H[SHFW�WKH�SK\VLFDO�SUHVHQFH�RI�&HOWV�LQ�WKLV�HDUO\�SHULRG��0DWHULDO�WUDFHV�
and inscriptions reveal a relatively discreet presence. Onomastics indicate Celtic roots, 
while inscriptions are always written in the local alphabet. It is reasonable to assume 
that, if there was a physical presence, acculturation took place through language.
� ,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�H[RJHQRXV�REMHFWV�IURP�D�WRPE��WKH�K\SRWKHVLV�PRVW�RIWHQ�VXJJHVWHG�
is the movement of the individual. The deceased would have brought with them a num-
EHU�RI�DUWHIDFWV�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKHLU�QDWLYH�UHJLRQ��6RPH�¿QGV�VHHP�WR�UHÀHFW�GLUHFW�
FRQWDFW��ZKHWKHU�WKURXJK�WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��H[RJDP\"��RU�D�VPDOO�JURXS�
of people (mercenaries?).
� 7KLV�DSSURDFK�LV�QRW�ZURQJ�LQ�LWVHOI��EXW�LW�FDQQRW�EH�GLVVRFLDWHG�IURP�D�PRUH�H[-
WHQVLYH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�DVVHPEODJH��,Q�WKH�FRQWH[WV�,�VWXGLHG��WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�DUWHIDFWV�DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�ORFDO�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH��IXQHUDU\�FXVWRPV��FHUDP-
ics and personal items are comparable to those found in other neighboring places. On 
the other hand, these assemblages are characterized by a strong orientation to foreign 
models and the accumulation of prestige goods. This social representation includes the 
clustering of tombs and, in some cases, the monumentalization of the funerary space. 
7KH�H[SUHVVLRQ�³SUHVWLJH�JRRG´�LV�SHUKDSV�WRR�VWURQJ�IRU�WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�RXU�FRUSXV��
2QO\�D�IHZ�DUWHIDFWV�LQGLFDWH�VSHFLDO�WUHDWPHQW��VXUIDFH�FRDWLQJ��ab antiquo repair and 
PDQLSXODWLRQ�DUH�RQO\�RFFDVLRQDO�RFFXUUHQFHV��+RZHYHU��WKH\�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�H[-
RWLF�FRPSRQHQWV��LQYROYHG�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�D�³VRFLDO�SRUWUDLW�´�:H�FDQ�DVVXPH�WKDW�+DOOVWDWW�
DQG�/D�7qQH�DUWHIDFWV�DUH�SDUW�RI� WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ��7KH�IXQHUDU\�FRQWH[WV� LQFOXGH�D�
YDULHW\�RI�DVVHPEODJHV��(WUXVFDQ��QRUWK�$OSLQH�DQG�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��7KH�WHUUDLQ�LV�WKXV�
RSHQ�WR�PXOWLSOH�LQÀXHQFHV�
 7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�LV�WKH�G\QDPLVP�RI�WKH�H[FKDQJHV��7KH�VSUHDG�RI�QRUWK�$O-
pine artefacts is mirrored by the local production of items with a strong Celtic charac-
ter. This phenomenon, already attested in the 5th century BC by the development of “hy-
EULG´�W\SH�¿EXODH��LV�FOHDUO\�LOOXVWUDWHG�E\�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�FRPSOH[�HQGHG�HDUULQJV��
often made of noble metals. This situation suggests that commercial links allowed the 
circulation of models and products beyond the Adriatic Sea and even as far as the 
%DONDQV��,W� LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW� WKHUH�ZDV�D� WH[WLOH� WUDGH��ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�LQ�SDUDOOHO�ZLWK�
VHFRQGDU\�SURGXFWV�VXFK�DV�¿EXODH��)XUWKHUPRUH��DOWKRXJK�WH[WLOHV�GR�QRW�RIWHQ�DSSHDU�
LQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQ�� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQ�RI� WH[WLOHV� LQ�PHWDO� LV�¿[HG�IRU�HWHUQLW\�
and can be studied. Finally, there are a large number of openwork belt-hooks from fe-
PDOH�FRQWH[WV��RIWHQ�VSDWLDOO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��7KHLU�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�*RODVHFFD�
DQG�$GULDWLF�9HQHWL�WHUULWRU\�WHVWL¿HV�WR�WKH�DWWULEXWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�V\PEROLF�FKDUJH��WKH�
receiving cultures appropriate the artefact, but not its original meaning. According to 
WKH�GHFRUDWLRQ�VW\OH��VRPH�SLHFHV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�SURGXFHG�ORFDOO\��7KLV�ZRXOG�H[SODLQ�
WKH�ULVH�RI�RSHQZRUN�EHOW�KRRNV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH��th century BC, when transalpine 
specimens stopped being used.
 +DYLQJ�H[WHQGHG�WKH�FKURQRORJLFDO�UDQJH�WR�WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH��th century, and in some 
FDVHV� WR� WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI� WKH�FHQWXU\�� WZR� UHPDUNV� VWDQG�RXW��7KH�¿UVW� LV� WKH� ODFN�RI�
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knowledge of the Cisalpine region at the start of the supposed Celtic settlement. As 
always, an argument ex silentio�PXVW�EH�KDQGOHG�ZLWK�FDXWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�¿UVW�WUDFHV�
RI�&HOWLF�PRYHPHQWV�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�SODFH�E\�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�IRXUWK�FHQWXU\��
In sites providing uninterrupted documentation, those traces are neither massive nor in-
HOXFWDEOH��+DYLQJ�UHFRQVLGHUHG�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VRXUFHV��RQH�TXHVWLRQ�VHHPV�FUXFLDO��
what do the artefacts of the Celtic invasions of Italy reveal? 
 If we turn our attention away from written sources and approach this event purely 
through the prism of archaeological evidence, the situation appears very different from 
ZKDW�LV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\�H[SHFWHG��(DUO\�/D�7qQH�UHPDLQV�VKRXOG�EH�TXLWH�DEXQGDQW��EXW�
above all should be capillary throughout the territory. In contrast, the analysis of mate-
rial from the early 4th century shows only few traces. So, another question comes to the 
VXUIDFH��SHUKDSV�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�GLUHFWO\��FDQ�ZH�UHDOO\�WDON�RI�&HOWLF�LQYDVLRQV"�,W�ZRXOG�
EH�UHDVRQDEOH�WR�H[SHFW�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�GLIIXVLRQ�RI�/D�7qQH�DUWHIDFWV��FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�
to a massive movement of humans. Following a north-south trajectory, those traces 
VKRXOG�EH�VSUHDG�IURP�WKH�$OSV�WR�WKH�3R�9DOOH\�
 I do not deny that migrations could have occurred. However, I do believe that their 
scale and impact should be put into perspective. Celtic occupation seems, in fact, to 
KDYH�EHHQ�IDLUO\�GLVFRQWLQXRXV�DQG�OLPLWHG��:KDW¶V�PRUH��LW�LV�WUXH�WKDW�VRPH�SUH�H[LVW-
ing local sites were abandoned, but others were founded at the same time. Urban and 
UXUDO�ORFDO�VHWWOHPHQWV�VXUYLYHG��DQG�,WDOLF�DQG�&HOWLF�FXOWXUHV�FRH[LVWHG��$QFLHQW�VRXUF-
HV�VWLOO�KDYH�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�&HOWV��WKH�HPHUJHQFH�
of a composite elite culture must change the conventional view of a devasting wave.

 ENDNOTES

1�7R�TXRWH�3OLQ\�WKH�(OGHU�³>«@�4XDSURSWHU�KDHF�YHO�EHOOR�TXDHVLVVH�YHQLD�VLW´��1DW��
Hist, XII, 5.
2�7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�WKH�%DWWOH�RI�WKH�(OOHSRUXV����������%&���WKH�6LHJH�RI�5KHJLRQ�LQ�
6\UDFXVH� ���������%&��DQG� WKH�6DFN�RI�5RPH�E\�%UHQQXV�DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�5RPDQ�
annalistic tradition (390 BC).
3�:H�ZLOO�PHQWLRQ�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�3��6DQNRW�IRU�WKH�%RKHPLDQ�DUHD���������6��&DVLQL�DQG�
%��&KDXPH� IRU� WKH�*RODVHFFD� FXOWXUH� ��������9��&LFRODQL� IRU� WKH�*RODVHFFD� FXOWXUH�
��������5��5RQFDGRU�IRU�WKH�5HWKLF�DUHD���������*��*DPEDFXUWD�DQG�$��5XWD�6HUD¿QL�
for the Este culture (2019).
4�7KH� LQVFULSWLRQ�FRPHV�IURP�D�JUDI¿WR�ZULWWHQ� LQ�(WUXVFDQ�FKDUDFWHUV�RQ�D�FHUDPLF�
YHVVHO� IRXQG� LQ�0DQWXD��7KLV� QDPH� DWWHVWV� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� D� SHUVRQ�ZKR� LGHQWL¿HV�
KLPVHOI�DV�+HOYHWLDQ��6HH�9LWDOL�DQG�.DHQHO���������������
5 7KHVH� LQVFULSWLRQV� KDYH� EHHQ� FODVVL¿HG� DV� &HOWLF� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� *�� &RORQQD¶V�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�DOOXGH�WR�D�FRQVFLRXVO\�DVVXPHG�&HOWLF�LGHQWLW\��7KLV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��
which in most cases is shared, is still a matter of debate. S. Bourdin (2012) prefers the 
Kemtie variant to the traditional Keltie reading, linking it to a gentilic already known 
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LQ� WKH�/DWLXP�UHJLRQ��7KH�6SLQD�9DOOH�3HJD�Treute inscription, which has long been 
XQSXEOLVKHG��KDV�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�UH�H[DPLQHG�E\�$��*DXFFL��ZKR�SURSRVHV�D�QHZ�UHDGLQJ�
that enhances the Etruscan dimension. On the other hand, the same author considers a 
case of Celtic onomastics at Adria, in the inscription PL�XLQLDĞ�DQWHĞ�>���@�IURP�D�ERZO�
dated between the late 6th and early 5th century BC (Colonna 1993, 140). Contra 
%RXUGLQ����������������DQG�*DXFFL������������)RU�$GULD��VHH�$QGUHD�*DXFFL�������
�����
6 As will be detailed below, it seems clear to me that evidence for La Tène culture 
found far from the original home cannot be systematically interpreted as markers of 
DGKHUHQFH�WR�D�VSHFL¿F�FXOWXUDO�HQWLW\�
7 I prefer the use of “north Alpine” instead of “Celtic” because of the absence of ethnic 
implications.
8 The role of the Attic volute-crater in the manifestation of power and wealth has been 
H[WHQVLYHO\�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�WKH�VWXGLHV�RI�$��7VLQJDULGD�GXULQJ�WKH�&RQJUHVV�³/H�FUDWqUH�
à volutes. Destination d’un vase de prestige entre Grecs et non-Grecs”  (Paris 2014) 
DQG�6��9HUJHU�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�7UHEHQLãWH�QHFURSROLV�LQ�0DFHGRQLD��������
9 $PRQJ�WKH�PDMRU�VLWHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ��,�PHQWLRQ�0HOHJQDQR��*RODVHFFD�
FXOWXUH���(VWH�&DVD�5LFRYHUR��(VWH�9LOOD�%HQYHQXWL��(VWH�&DSRGDJOLR��*D]]R�9HURQHVH��
/jJROH��$GULDWLF�9HQHWL��
10� 6HH� %XUPHLVWHU� ������ ������� 7R� H[SODLQ� WKH� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� SXEOLF� DQG�
SULYDWH�VSKHUHV�� WKH�DXWKRU�JLYHV�DQ�H[DPSOH�IURP�FRQWHPSRUDU\�KLVWRU\��/RRNLQJ�DW�
WKH�¿UVW�(XURSHDQ�PLJUDQWV� VHWWOHG� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��KH�QRWHV�KRZ�VWURQJO\� WKH\�
adapted to the new culture in the public sphere. On the other hand, the traditions of 
WKHLU�RULJLQV�ZHUH�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�SULYDWH�VSKHUH��L�H��WKH�IDPLO\�FRQWH[W��ZKHUH�WKH\�
VKRZHG�D�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�RXWVLGH�LQÀXHQFHV��WKH�SKRWRJUDSKLF�GRFXPHQWV�VKRZ�WKH�XVH�RI�
everyday items traditional of Europe.
11�,Q�WKH�/LYLDQ�DFFRXQW��WKLV�PLJUDWLRQ�LV�VKDUHG�EHWZHHQ�WZR�GHVWLQDWLRQV��,WDO\��ZKLFK�
is given by the gods to Bellovesus, and the Hercynian forest, located at the northern 
HGJH�RI�WKH�(DUWK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�*UHHN�YLHZ��)RU�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�/LY\¶V�DFFRXQW�VHH�
9HUJHU� ������ ��������� 3H\UH� ������ ��������� %RXUGLQ� ������ ��������� *DPEDFXUWD�
2019, 65-69.
12 Human mobility research is part of an interdisciplinary approach, and is now 
VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�SK\VLFDO�WHFKQLTXHV��7KH�LVRWRSLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�
skeleton remains, like bone and teeth, can give information about various aspects of 
SDVW� OLIH��$QDO\VLV� RI� VWURQWLXP� LVRWRSH� UDWLRV� ���6U���6U�� SURYLGHV� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ�
LQGLYLGXDO�PRELOLW\��7KH���6U���6U�LVRWRSH�UDWLRV�RI�D�VSHFL¿F�HQYLURQPHQW�DUH�DEVRUEHG�
DQG�¿[HG�LQ�WKH�PLQHUDO�SRUWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�DQG�DQLPDO�ERQHV�DQG�WHHWK��'HQWDO�HQDPHO��
once formed during childhood, does not remodel, preserving the isotopic signature 
of strontium that is biologically present in the environment where the subject was 
ERUQ� DQG� OLYHG� WKH� ¿UVW� \HDUV� RI� OLIH� �%HQWOH\� ������ ����������7KXV�� E\� FRPSDULQJ�
WKH� ��6U���6U� LVRWRSH� UDWLR� RI� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� WHHWK� ZLWK� WKDW� RI� WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ�
environment (vegetation, soil, fauna, water), it is possible to determine if an individual 
was born and lived through early childhood in the same burial/recovery site (where 
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he presumably lived during the last years of life). The isotopic values of strontium 
DQG�R[\JHQ�YDOXHV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�VSHFL¿F�WR�JHRJUDSKLFDO�DUHDV�DQG�VHUYH�DV�UHOLDEOH�
chemical signatures of migration history of past human populations (local or non-local 
to the site). In particular, strontium isotope analysis is useful for analyzing migration 
H[WHQWV�DQG�URXWHV��GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�UDQJH��DQG�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�PRELOLW\�RI�DQFLHQW�KXPDQ�
populations (Sehrawat and Kaur 2017, 249-251).
13 Current research has not detected the presence of such elements in the southern 
Balkan Peninsula. Studies on the Celtic presence during the 5th century date back to 
WKH�����V��DQG�D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
14� ,�PHQWLRQ� WKH� ³SLRQHHUV´� RI�&HOWLF� DUFKDHRORJ\� LQ� WKH�&DUSDWKLDQ�%DVLQ��0LNOyV�
6]DEy�������������DQG�9HQFHVODV�.UXWD�
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