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 Abstract
 Return migration has become very prominent a pattern in the migration trajectories 
of peoples’ mobility and thus increasingly researched, revealing a myriad of nuances 
DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�� �0RVWO\�� WKH�PRWLYH�IRU�HPLJUDWLRQ� LV�EDVHG�RQ� WKH�GHVLUH�DQG�JRDO�
to achieve a success which will prove fruitful upon return. However, the return is 
faced with different challenges which were/are being under the scrutiny of return 
PLJUDWLRQ�WKHRUHWLFDO�H[SODQDWLRQV��$OWKRXJK�.RVRYD�LV�SULPDULO\�NQRZQ�DV�D�FRXQWU\�
of emigration due to its turbulent political history and ongoing economic challenges 
there are evidenced cases of voluntary return migration. In this paper I will bring 
H[SHULHQFHV�RI�VHYHUDO�ORZ�VNLOOHG�UHWXUQHG�HPLJUDQWV�LQ�WKHLU�YLOODJHV�RI�RULJLQ�ZKR�
established businesses upon return that resulted with certain degree of development 
and upward social status mobility at personal and communal level. The return of low 
skilled workers in rural areas may be among the most challenging returns if considered 
limited opportunities these areas usually provide. However, new dynamics, especially 
in tourism potential, are emerging in rural areas. The cases in this paper are quite unique 
and serve as an illustration of different individual agencies of migrants used as strategy 
of return. 
� .H\�ZRUGV��Return migration, rural, entrepreneurship, social mobility, development.

 Introduction

� 7KH� PRVW� VLJQL¿FDQW� FKDUDFWHULVWLF� RI� PLJUDWLRQ�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� LWV� GLUHFWLRQ� ±�
outward or return - is the desire to secure and achieve a better life for the migrant as 
an individual and their family. Return migration studies have become an increasingly 
important part of migration studies, as their growing volume enables analysis from 
various perspectives and disciplines. Several types, nuances, and impacts of return 
PLJUDWLRQ�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�DQDO\]HG�XVLQJ�YDULRXV�DSSURDFKHV��1HR�&ODVVLFDO�
Economics, New Economics of Labour Migration –NELM, the Structural approach, 
the Transnational approach, and the Social Network Theory. The Transnational and 
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6RFLDO�1HWZRUN�DSSURDFKHV�KDYH�SURYHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�IUXLWIXO��DV�WKH\�H[DPLQH�UHWXUQ�
migration from various angles, including the continuous mobility of people, their ties 
with both receiving and origin countries, the transfer of goods and information, and 
WKHLU� LQWHUDFWLRQ� ZLWKLQ� WKHVH� FRQWH[WV�� 6XFFHVVIXO� UHWXUQ� PLJUDWLRQ� RIWHQ� UHVXOWV� LQ�
upward social status mobility for returnees and their families, as well as contributing to 
the local development of country of return.  

Although Kosova is among the poorest countries in Europe, and the desire to emigrate 
UHPDLQV�VWURQJ�ZLWKLQ�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ��WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ���VSHFL¿FDOO\�
self-voluntary return migration - is becoming increasingly evident.  I use the term ‘self-
voluntary return migration’ to distinguish these returnees from so called ‘voluntary 
UHWXUQV¶�ZKLFK� DUH� W\SLFDOO\� VSRQVRUHG� � DQG� ODFN�EHWWHU� DOWHUQDWLYHV�� �)RU�PRUH�� VHH��
%LYDQG�(UGDO�DQG�2HSSHQ��������������.DGULX������������������,Q�WKLV�WH[W��WKH�WHUP�
µYROXQWDU\¶�ZLOO�FRQQRWH�µVHOI�YROXQWDU\¶�HYHQ� LI�QRW�H[SOLFLWO\�VWDWHG�HDFK� WLPH��,W� LV�
worth noting that the various waves of emigration of Kosovar Albanians since 1960s 
�0XVWDID�HW�DO������������.DGULX�������������WKDW�UHVXOWHG�IURP�DJUHHPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�<XJRVODY�VWDWH�DQG�*HUPDQ\�DQG�6ZLW]HUODQG��UHJDUGLQJ�³JXHVW�ZRUNHU´�PLJUDWLRQ�
policies, led to continuous return migration.

Kosova was an agricultural country, so most migrants came from rural areas.1 
Consequently, returns often occur in the same places they departed from. However, it is 
increasingly evidenced that returnees may chose to settle in nearby urban areas or the 
capital city, attracted by greater opportunities and other factors.2 Nevertheless, reliable 
GDWD�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YROXQWDU\�UHWXUQHHV�LV�VFDUFH��DV�WKH\�DUH�QRW�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�RI¿FLDO�
data of return migration programs, and their timing of return is based on personal or 
familial decision. 
$QRWKHU�QRWDEOH�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�LV�WKDW��GHVSLWH�JURZLQJ�GLYHUVLW\�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�SUR¿OHV�

among migrants since the 1990s, migrants from rural areas in Kosova were often low-
skilled workers with limited education, similar to migrants from other countries (Farrell 
HW��DO��������������+DJDQ�DQG�:DVVLQN��������0XVWDID���DW�DO������������*DOORSHQL�������
296). As a result, once in the host country, they often worked in low-skilled jobs and 
received little attention.  However, if they choose to return voluntarily after some time, 
they have opportunities for success and upward social mobility due to accumulation of 
¿QDQFLDO��VRFLDO��KXPDQ��DQG�FXOWXUDO�FDSLWDO��(YHQ�ZLWKRXW�SURIHVVLRQDO�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�
KRVW�FRXQWULHV��WKH�H[SHULHQFHV��QHWZRUNLQJ��DQG�WKH�NQRZ�KRZ�DQG�VNLOOV�WKH\�DFTXLUHG�
for certain businesses or entrepreneurial ventures enable a successful return. The 
concept of “skill” and distinction between “high-skilled” and “low-skilled” workers/
PLJUDQWV�KDV�JDUQHUHG�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�PDQ\�VFKRODUV�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�GH¿QHG�GLIIHUHQWO\�
E\� HFRQRPLVWV�� VRFLRORJLVW�� DQG� SROLF\�PDNHUV�� �.XELFLHO�/RG]LĔVND� DQG�0DM� ������
:HLQDU�DQG�.OHNRZVNL�YRQ�.RSSHQIHOV�������3DVWRUH�DQG�7RPHL�������,Q�WKLV�SDSHU��
KLJK�VNLOOHG�ZRUNHUV�DUH�³GH¿QHG�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�KROG�D�XQLYHUVLW\�GHJUHH��,UHGDOH���������
while workers with a secondary and lower education level, or who are still studying, 
ZHUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�ORZ�VNLOOHG�FDWHJRU\´��.XELFLHO�/RG]LĔVND�DQG�0DM��������������

The impact of migration and development in rural areas, driven by remittances is 
HYLGHQW� LQ� VHYHUDO� DQWKURSRORJLFDO� DFFRXQWV� �5HLQHFN������� �.DGULX�������/HXWORII�
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*UDQGLWV���������+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�IRFXVHG�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�UHJDUGLQJ�UXUDO�
return migration and development, and social mobility resulting from entrepreneurship 
in Kosovo. In such cases, the eleveation or upward mobility of migrants’ social status 
LV� FRPPRQO\� DQWLFLSDWHG�� 3LWLULP�6RURNLQ� LQWURGXFHG� DQG� GH¿QHG� social mobility as 
³DQ\�WUDQVLWLRQ�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�>«@�IURP�RQH�VRFLDO�SRVLWLRQ�WR�DQRWKHU�´�������������
+H� LGHQWL¿HG� WZR� W\SHV� RI� VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�� KRUL]RQWDO�PRELOLW\�� ZKLFK� LQYROYHV� WKH�
transition of an individual or social object from one social group to another at the same 
level, and vertical mobility, which refers to the movement from one social stratum to 
another – either upward or downward. 
7KLV� SDSHU� SUHVHQWV� WKH� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� VHYHUDO� ORZ�VNLOOHG� UHWXUQHG�PLJUDQWV�ZKR�

successfully established businesses or entrepreneurial ventures in rural areas. The 
ethnographic and descriptive aspects of cases are based on the conversations with the 
returnees conducted through open semi-structured interviews in their villages (from 
�����WR��������6HYHUDO�FDVHV�RI�UHWXUQHHV�ZKR�LQYHVWHG�LQ�WKHLU�SODFHV�RI�RULJLQ�ZHUH�
HQFRXQWHUHG�VSRQWDQHRXVO\�GXULQJ�P\�¿HOGZRUN�IRU�YDULRXV�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV3. Some 
were discovered through discussions with friends and colleagues, while others were 
LGHQWL¿HG�WKURXJK�VKRUW�LQWHUYLHZV�RQ�79�SURJUDPV��ZKLFK�PRWLYDWHG�PH�WR�YLVLW�WKHP�
in person. For this paper, I have selected three cases of Kosovar returned migrants 
IURP�GLIIHUHQW�:HVWHUQ�FRXQWULHV��6ZLW]HUODQG��*HUPDQ\��DQG�6ORYDNLD��ZKR�UHWXUQHG�
WR�YDULRXV�YLOODJHV�LQ�.RVRYD��7ZR�FDVHV�LQYROYH�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PLJUDQWV�ZKR��DW�WKH�
WLPH�RI�PLJUDWLRQ��ZHUH�VWXGHQWV��RQH�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQW�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�D�XQLYHUVLW\�
VWXGHQW�� &RPLQJ� IURP� UXUDO� EDFNJURXQG�� ERWK� KDG� H[SHULHQFH� DQG� NQRZOHGJH� LQ�
agricultural work. The third case, involves a migrant from a rural background whose 
IDPLO\�KDV�VHQW�PHPEHUV�DEURDG�IRU�¿YH�JHQHUDWLRQV��7KH\�ZRUNHG�DV�EDNHUV�LQ�YDULRXV�
SODFHV��VWDUWLQJ�LQ�6HUELD��WKHQ�PRYLQJ�WR�9RMYRGLQD��5RPDQLD�DQG�¿QDOO\�VHWWOLQJ�LQ�
6ORYDNLD��'XULQJ�VHDVRQDO�UHWXUQV�WR�WKH�YLOODJH��WKH\�DOVR�ZRUNHG�RQ�WKHLU�¿HOG�FURSV��

In all three cases, the knowledge and skills (e.i., human capital) they acquired as 
PHPEHUV�RI�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�DJULFXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQG�KHOSHG�WKHP�¿QG�MREV� LQ� WKH�KRVW�
FRXQWU\��,Q�WXUQ��WKH�H[SHULHQFH�JDLQHG�DEURDG�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKHLU�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�DQG�WKHLU�
VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�XSRQ�UHWXUQ��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH��D�UHWXUQHH�EHFDPH�D�SODQW�FXOWLYDWRU��LQ�WKH�
second, a bio product entrepreneur, (producing eggs, honey, dairy products, fruits, and 
YHJHWDEOHV���DQG�LQ�WKH�WKLUG��D�ZLQH�SURGXFHU��7KHLU�QDPHV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�WH[W�KDYH�EHHQ�
changed to preserve interlocutors’ anonymity. Consent to use their stories was obtained 
YHUEDOO\�EHIRUH�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��7R�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W�RI�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ��WKH�¿UVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�SDSHU�EULHÀ\�LQWURGXFHV�WKH�W\SHV�DQG�
theoretical frameworks of return migration, as well as the concept of development in the 
FRQWH[W���7KLV�ZLOO�EH�IROORZHG�E\�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKUHH�FDVHV�PHQWLRQHG��LOOXVWUDWLQJ�
successful returns with a developmental impact.  

 Studies on return migration 

 Although return migration has almost always been present as a phenomenon, it 
ZDV�RQO\�EULHÀ\�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�VFLHQWL¿F�OLWHUDWXUH�GXULQJ�WKH�����V��.LQJ������������
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,WV�GHYHORSPHQW�DV�D�¿HOG�RI�VWXG\�EHJDQ�LQ�WKH�����V��JDLQLQJ�PRPHQWXP�VLQFH�WKH�
����V��.LQJ�����������&DVVDULQR��������7RGD\��LW�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�VXE¿HOG�RU�EUDQFK�RI�
PLJUDWLRQ�VWXGLHV��.LQJ�DQG�.XVFKPLGHU����������ýDSR 2024, 12). As a result, several 
DXWKRUV�KDYH�SURSRVHG�W\SRORJLHV�RI�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�������%RYHQNHUN�
FODVVL¿HG�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�W\SRORJ\�EDVHG�RQ�IRXU�IDFWRUV������OHYHO�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�
the host and home country (poor countries v.s. rich developed countries), (2) the time 
spent in host country, (3) the distance between countries, and (4) the motivations and 
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�UHWXUQ��)UDQFHVFR�3��&HUDVH¶V������W\SRORJ\�LQFOXGHV�IRXU�FDWHJRULHV��
return of failure, return of conservatism, return of innovation, and return of retirement; 
LQ�������*UD]LDQR�%DWWLVWHOOD�DOVR�SURSRVHG�IRXU�W\SHV��UHWXUQ�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW��UHWXUQ�
of completion, return of setback, and return of crisis or forced return (King 2000, 
.LQJ�	�.XVFKPLQGHU�������������,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�W\SRORJLHV��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�VHYHUDO�
theoretical frameworks for understanding return migration. 
� � ,Q�������-HDQ�3LHUUH�&DVVDULQR�HODERUDWHG�¿YH�WKHRUHWLFDO�IUDPHZRUNV��ZKLFK�DUH�
EULHÀ\� H[SODLQHG� EHORZ�� 7KH�Neo-Classical Economics approach focuses on return 
migration as result of real income differences between sending and receiving countries. 
Migration is considered a one way, with return viewed as failure. The New Economics 
of Labour Migration (NELM) approach views return migration as the logical result 
RI�D�³FDOFXODWHG�VWUDWHJ\´��GH¿QHG�DW�WKH�IDPLO\�RU�KRXVHKROG�OHYHO��UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�
successful achievement of a purpose. According to Oded Stark, the NELM approach 
³FKDQJHV�WKH�IRFXV�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�WKHRU\�IURP�LQGLYLGXDO� LQGHSHQGHQFH�>���@� WR�PXWXDO�
interdependence”, at the family or household level (Cassarino 2004, 256). Despite the 
differences and advantages, Cassarino argues that both approaches have shortcomings. 
:KLOH� WKH\� DWWHPSW� WR� H[SODLQ� ZKHQ� DQG� ZK\� D� GHFLVLRQ� WR� UHWXUQ� KRPH� LV� PDGH��
they fail to address where returnees actually go or the social, economic and political 
conditions in their homeland. The Structural Approach adresses these gaps by focusing 
RQ�WKH�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�SURFHVV�WKURXJK�HPSLULFDO�¿QGLQJV�DQG�WKHRUHWLFDO�LQVLJKWV�IURP�
anthropologists, sociologists and social geographers. (Cassarino 2004, 257). In both 
WKH�6WUXFWXUDO�DQG�1(/0�DSSURDFK��¿QDQFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�UHVRXUFHV�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�
country of origin are critical for making the decision to return and achieving reintegration 
afterward. The success or failure of returnees is analyzed by linking theeconomic and 
VRFLDO�UHDOLWLHV�RI�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQV��*HRUJH�*PHOFK��������
135-159) further elaborated on Structural approach, emphasizing the need for migrants’ 
UHWXUQ� LQWHQWLRQV� ZLWK� WKHLU� PRWLYDWLRQV��:KHWKHU� UHDO� RU� LPDJLQHG� WKHVH� LQWHQWLRQV�
VKDSH�UHWXUQHHV¶�H[SHFWDWLRQV�LQ�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ��
� 6LQFH� WKH� ODWH� ����V�� WKH� 7UDQVQDWLRQDO� DSSURDFK�� HPEUDFHG� E\� PDQ\� PLJUDWLRQ�
researchers, has shown to be a very fruitful framework for understanding the situation 
of migrants. The advantage of transnationalist theoretical framework lies in its central 
focus on the economic and social ties between migrants’countries of reception, which 
H[LVW�DW�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV��8QOLNH�VWUXFWXUDOLVWV�DQG�DGYRFDWHV�RI�1(/0��WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�
does not view return as the end of the migration cycle. For them, “return migration is 
D�SDUW�DQG�SDUFHO�RI�D�FLUFXODU�V\VWHP�RI�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�UHODWLRQV�DQG�H[FKDQJHV�
which facilitates the reintegration of migrants while conveying knowledge, information 
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and membership” (Cassarino 2004, 262). As a result, transnationalists emphasize 
migrants’preparedness before their return (i.e. through visits, remittances, etc.). It is 
worth noting that “the transnational approach to return migration seems to encapsulate 
their initiatives and projects at home in a fundamental set of mutual obligations, 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�FRPPRQ�HWKQLFLW\� �L�H��GLDVSRUD��DQG�
kinship (i.e., family, the household)” (Cassarino 2004, 262-5). 
� 7KH� QH[W� DSSURDFK�� 6RFLDO�1HWZRUN�7KHRU\�� VKDUHV� WZR� NH\� VLPLODULWLHV�ZLWK� WKH�
transnational approach. First, it views “returnees as bearers of tangible and intangible 
resources” and second, it emphasizes maintaining strong ties with their countries of 
RULJLQ�DQGUHFHSWLRQ��&DVVDULQR��������������

 Preconditions for successful return
 
� 7KHVH� WKHRUHWLFDO� IUDPHZRUNV� DQG� W\SRORJLHV� KDYH� EHHQ� H[SDQGHG� DQG� IXUWKHU�
developed by many scholars. Russell King and Katie Kuschmider note that “over the 
SDVW� WZR� GHFDGHV� >UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ� VWXGLHV@� H[SDQGHG� LQ� IRXU�ZD\V�� VXFK� DV� ���7KH�
widening geographical range of research on return, 2. broadening the conceptualisation 
of return, 3 increasing politicizations on return and 4. post return effects of return 
PLJUDWLRQ´������������
� 'UDZLQJ� RQ� GLYHUVH� H[SHULHQFHV� IURP� FRXQWULHV�ZRUOGZLGH�� WKHVH� W\SRORJLHV� DQG�
theoretical theoretical frameworks demonstrate that the return migration can vary 
widely in outcomes. It may be successful or unsuccessful, desired or regretted, driven 
by family circumstances, or carried out without severing ties with host country, etc. 
 Drawing on typologies and theoretical frameworks on return migration, Russell 
King outlines several conditions that contribute to successful return migration and its 
UROH�LQ�GHYHORSPHQW��+H�GH¿QHV�GHYHORSPHQW��LQ�WKH�EURDGHVW�FRPPRQ�VHQVH��DV�WKH�
overall improvement of living conditions�������������ZKLOH�PLJUDWLRQ�LV�VHHQ�DV�ERWK�
a desire and an act to achieve this goal.  The preconditions for a successful return that 
FRQWULEXWHV�WR�GHYHORSPHQW�LQFOXGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ��)LUVW��WKH�willingness of an immigrant 
to return, which makes it a voluntary decision, made without eternal pressures, such 
DV� � H[SLUDWLRQ� RI� FRQWUDFW� RU� IDLOXUH� WR� JDLQ� DV\OXP� ULJKWV��7KH� VHFRQG� FRQGLWLRQ� LV�
preparedness, as discussed in Cassarino’s elaboration of transnational approach (2004, 
261-5). Preparedness includes the migrant’s desire, readiness��VXFK�DV�KDYLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�
capital, relevant skills, and social contacts), and knowledge assessment of suitable 
conditions in the country of origin. The third precondition is the length of stay in the 
host country and the returnee’s optimum age upon return. Cerase suggested a ten-years 
stay to ensure a successful return. However, King argues that the stay should be long 
HQRXJK�³WR�HQDEOH�WKH�PLJUDQWV�WR�DFFUXH�¿QDQFLDO��VRFLDO��DQG�KXPDQ�FDSLWDO�DQG�WR�
DEVRUE�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�YDOXHV��\HW� VXI¿FLHQWO\� VKRUW� WKDW� UHWXUQHH� VWLOO�KDV� WLPH�DQG�
HQHUJ\�WR�XWLOLVH�WKH�DFTXLUHG�LQYHVWPHQW�FDSLWDO��VNLOOV�DQG�DWWLWXGHV´��.LQJ������������
7KH�¿QDO�SUHFRQGLWLRQ�FRQFHUQV�DJH��UHWXUQHHV�VKRXOG�EH�ROG�HQRXJK�WR�KDYH�PRELOL]HG�
their resources but young enough to pursue their goals and use their capital to foster 
home-country development. (Lang et al. 2016, 12, in King 2022, 321). 
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 Rural return migration in Kosova

 In the case of Kosova, due to decades-long political tensions in former Yugoslavia, 
return migration has become more aparent only after the war in 1999, following 
WKHZLWKGUDZO�RI�<XJRVODY�IRUFHV�IURP�.RVRYD��.DGULX�����������*DOORSHQL�����������
0XVWDID�DQG�DO�������������*LYHQ�WKDW�PRVW�PLJUDQWV�RULJLQDWH�IURP�UXUDO�DUHDV�� LW� LV�
not surprising that return often occurs in home villages, despite the ongoing trend of 
UXUDO�GHSRSXODWLRQ�LQ�.RVRYD��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKLOH�������RI�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYHG�LQ�UXUDO�
areas in 2011,  the latest data show that in early 2024, the percentage had decreased 
WR��������$6.�9MHWDUL����������'LJLWDO������.RVRYR�5HSRUW���7KLV�PDNHV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�
UHWXUQ�PLJUDQWV�WR�WKHLU�YLOODJHV�SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW��DV�LW�KLJKOLJKWV�D�FRXQWHU�ÀRZ�
to rural depopulation. Moreover, if development proves succesful, it could generate 
new opportunities and create jobs. This research also contributes to the limited 
anthropological studies on return migration, which would help envision and understand 
UHWXUQHHV¶�H[SHULHQFH��PRWLYHV��WKRXJKWV��DQG�WKH�RXWFRPHV�RI�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�LQ�GHSWK���
LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��HQDEOLQJ�XV�WR�H[SORUH�WKHLU�OLIH��KL�VWRULHV��.DGULX�������.DGULX��������
� 7KH� H[LVWLQJ� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ� .RVRYD�$OEDQLDQ� UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ� RIWHQ� DGGUHVVHV� WKH�
VXEMHFW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�D�EURDGHU�PLJUDWLRQ�WRSLF�VXFK�DV�SRYHUW\�UHGXFWLRQ��9DWKL�
DQG�%ODFN���������UHLQWHJUDWLRQ��$UHQOLX�DQG�:HLQH���������DQG�RU�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�UHWXUQ�
RU�SUREDELOLW\�RI�UHWXUQLQJ��*DVKL�DQG�$GQHWW��������0|OOHUV�HW�DO��������.RWRUUL�������
*DOORSHQL� ������� )URP� DQ� DQWKURSRORJLFDO� SRLQW� RI� YLHZ�� WKLV� DSSURDFK� KDV� VHYHUDO�
limitations. First, they are all based on qualitative data; second, they address the 
intentions or probability of migrant return rather than actual returnees; and third, the 
data is gathered either through conversations with migrants in various host countries, 
DV� VHHQ� LQ�*DORSHQL¶V�ZRUN� ��������RU� WKURXJK� LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�KHDGV�RI�KRXVHKROGV�
LQ�.RVRYD�ZKR� UHVSRQGHG� RQ� EHKDOI� RI� HPLJUDQW� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�� DV� LQ�*DVKL� DQG�
Adnett’s article (2015). Research on reintegration tends to focus on returnees who were 
deported or otherwise forcefully returned. Even in cases of assisted voluntary return, 
genuine free will is often questioned, as these cases usually involve targeted migrants 
with no legal right to stay in the host country. Moreover, none of these studies focus on 
VHOI�YROXQWDU\�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�RU�H[FOXVLYHO\�H[DPLQH�UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�LQ�UXUDO�DUHDV��
� 9ROXQWDU\� UXUDO� UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ� LV� MXVW� RQH� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� GHPRJUDSKLF� G\QDPLFV�
occurring in the rural areas, which Caitriona Ni Laoire describes as a repopulation 
RI�UXUDO�DUHDV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�1L�/DRLUH�³UXUDO�UHSRSXODWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�LQYROYH�FRPSOH[�
LQWHU�UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ� QHZ� LQ�PLJUDWLRQ�� UHWXUQ�PLJUDWLRQ�� UHWXUQ� YLVLWV� E\� H[�
UXUDO� GZHOOHUV�� VHFRQG� KRPHV� �VRPH� RZQHG� E\� H[�UXUDO� GZHOOHUV��� DQG� LPSRUWDQWO\��
declining out-migration rates.” (2007, 332-344). In Kosova’s villages, all the above-
mentioned nuances of re-inhabiting rural areas, can be observed, despite the ongoing 
trend of outmigration. In addition to retirement return migration and returns for family 
UHXQL¿FDWLRQ� RU� LQYHVWPHQWV�� QHZ� LQ�PLJUDWLRQ� GULYHQ� E\� OLIHVW\OH� FKDQJHV�� VXFK� DV�
building second homes, is also evident. These second homes may be constructed by 
new owners purchasing land independently or by companies as part of tourism projects. 
However, the latter is a topic that requires further research. 
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 This paper is a modest attempt to address the gap in scholarly literature on 
return migration, entrepreneurship, and development in rural Kosova by presenting 
H[SHULHQFHV�RI�WKUHH�FDVHV�GLVFXVVHG�

 
� %HHV��UDEELWV�RU�WUHHV��7KH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�EXVLQHVV�XSRQ�UHWXUQ�DV�D�GUHDP�
 come true 

 Shyqa is a plant cultivator and producer. Born in 1970 in the village in central 
.RVRYD��KH�PLJUDWHG�WR�*HUPDQ\�LQ������DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����+H�KDG�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�
LQ�FURS�¿HOGV�DQG�VRPH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�JUDIWLQJ�SODQWV��ZKLFK�KH�OHDUQW�IURP�KLV�XQFOH��
KLV�IDWKHU¶V�EURWKHU��)LQGLQJ�D�MRE�LQ�KRVW�FRXQWU\�ZDV�QRW�GLI¿FXOW��DV�KLV�ROGHU�EURWKHU�
was already there and working there. Together, they worked for a tiling company and 
a nursery garden, %DXPVFKXOH. In the latter, they cultivated plants purchased from 
elsewhere; they did not breed or produce plants there. These jobs came easily to him, 
DQG�KH�NHSW�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�ERWK�UROHV�IRU����\HDUV���$OWKRXJK�KH�GLG�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�VRFLDO�
XSZDUG� PRELOLW\� ZKLOH� LQ� *HUPDQ\�� KH� DFFXPXODWHG� ¿QDQFLDO� DQG� KXPDQ� FDSLWDO��
including savings and enhanced skills. 
� ,Q�������6K\TD�OHIW�KLV�PDUULHG�EURWKHU�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�UHWXUQHG�WR�
DQ�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�LQ�.RVRYD��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�KLV�SDUHQWV�DQG�WKUHH�PDUULHG�EURWKHUV�
(three older sisters were already married and living elsewhere). Before returning, he 
DQG�KLV�EURWKHU�LQ�*HUPDQ\�GLVFXVVHG�ZKR�VKRXOG�UHWXUQ��6K\TD�VDLG�WKDW�KH�GHFLGHG�
to return because he was single and wanted to marry, while it was safer at that time 
IRU�KLV�PDUULHG�EURWKHU�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�*HUPDQ\��7KHUHIRUH��KLV�PRWLYDWLRQ�
for returning were to rejoin his family, marry and establish a business, as there was 
KLJK�WKH�KRSH�IRU�.RVRYD�WR�SURVSHU�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��+H�VDLG��³:H�WKRXJKW�ZH�ZLOO�WXUQ�
.RVRYD�LQWR�6ZLW]HUODQG�DIWHU�OLEHUDWLRQ�>«@�DQG�LW�ZDV�RXU�GUHDP�WR�RSHQ�D�EXVLQHVV�
once we return”. Upon returning, Shyqa, along with one of his brothers at home and the 
¿QDQFHV�KH�DQG�KLV�EURWKHU�LQ�*HUPDQ\�KDG�VDYHG��GHFLGHG�WR�VWDUW�D�EXVLQHVV�WRJHWKHU��
+H�FRQVLGHUHG� WKUHH�EXVLQHVV� LGHDV�� FXOWLYDWLQJ�EHHV�� UDLVLQJ� UDEELWV�� RU� HVWDEOLVKLQJ�
a nursery garden for plants and tree varieties.  He chose the third option, thinking it 
would be simpler, but it turned out to be quite challenging, as plants and trees need 
long time to grow. He had learned grafting from his uncle and further enhanced his 
plant cultivation skills by studying various books, although he never took any formal 
course. For this, they used family land that his father had purchased long ago. In 
������ WKH�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�GLYLGHG��+LV�\RXQJHVW�EURWKHU�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�KLP�LQ� WKLV�
entrepreneurial venture. Now, although they live in separate houses manage separate 
KRXVHKROG� H[SHQVH�� DOO� RWKHU� SURSHUW\�� LQFOXGLQJ� ODQG� DQG� FRPSDQ\�� UHPDLQV� MRLQWO\�
owned.  
� 7KH� EXVLQHVV� JUHZ� VORZO\� EXW� VWHDGLO\�� 7RGD\�� WKHLU� FRPSDQ\� HPSOR\V� VL[WHHQ�
regular workers and his sister’s son now serves as the manager. His nephew used to 
study and work during the summer season he often invited friends and fellow students 
to work in the company. Over time, many of those students completed their studies, 
with some emigrating and securing professional employment in various countries. He 
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mentioned this achievement as contributions to both family and societal development, 
demonstrating how social capital, alongside family relations, is continuously built. 

)LJXUH����1XUVHU\�*DUGHQ�2I¿FH��3KRWR�E\�DXWKRU��

� $�GHJUHH�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KLV�FRPSDQ\�VXFFHVVIXOO\�H[SRUW�
plants and trees beyond Kosova, including to Italy and the Netherlands. Cooperation 
has become much easier since his 20 -year-old son joined him. His son is a student at 
D�XQLYHUVLW\�LQ�3ULVKWLQD��VWXG\LQJ�0DQDJHPHQW��%XVLQHVV�DQG�(FRQRPLFV���+LV�ÀXHQF\�
LQ�(QJOLVK�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKHLU�ZRUN��
 His upward social mobility since he returned is evident - he has a new house, new 
¿HOGV�� DQG� LV� D� EXVLQHVV� RZQHU� �� DQG� WKH� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� XSZDUG�
PRELOLW\�DSSHDUV�SURPLVLQJ��)URP�D�ORZ��VNLOOHG�ZRUNHU�LQ�*HUPDQ\��KH�KDV�EHFRPH�
the manager of the only nursery in the region that cultivates plants - seeding, grafting 
and nurturing them over for several years. He takes pride in his work, noting that while 
RWKHU�FRPSDQLHV�WUDGH�SODQWV��WKH\�GR�QRW�FXOWLYDWH�WKHP��:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�YDOXH�
RI� KLV� H[SHULHQFH� LQ�*HUPDQ\�� KH� HPSKDVL]HG� WKDW� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� OHVVRQV�ZHUH�
the work ethic he developed,  his approach to clients, and his shift toward prioritizing 
work over prolonged socializing and visits with family and kinship members. He views 
his enterprise as highly innovative due to the transnational ties and cooperation he has 
established with Italian and Dutch companies. His social mobility is evident when he 
UHÀHFWV�RQ�VWDUWLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�WKH�VFUDWFK�DQG��WKURXJK�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�SHUVLVWHQFH��
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achieving ownership of the enterprise.

)LJXUH����3DUFHO�RI�1XUVHU\�*DUGHQ�ZLWK�SODQW�YDULHWLHV��3KRWR�E\�DXWKRU�

 If I am doing this here, why can’t I do it there?
 
 Dema was born in 1961 in a peasant family in a picturesque mountainous village with 
scattered households. His family included his parents, four brothers and two sisters. In 
����V��'HPD�DQG�KLV�WZR�EURWKHUV�ZHUH�VWXGHQWV�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3ULVKWLQD�ZKHQ�
the political unrest began in Kosova, and they became involved in student movements. 
Due to increasing political and economic insecurity, Dema migrated in Switzerland 
LQ�������ZKLOH�RQH�EURWKHU�PRYHG�WR�*HUPDQ\��DQG�WKH�HOGHVW�DQG�\RXQJHVW�EURWKHUV�
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UHPDLQHG�KRPH��,Q�6ZLW]HUODQG��KH�HYHQWXDOO\�IRXQG�D�MRE�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�FURS�¿HOGV�
owned by a university professor specializing in bio products. It was during this time 
WKDW�KH�ZDV�¿UVW�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ELRSURGXFWLRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�MXVW�EHJLQQLQJ�
WR� JDLQ� WUDFWLRQ� LQ� 6ZLW]HUODQG��+DYLQJ�ZRUNHG� LQ� KLV� IDPLO\¶V� ¿HOGV� DQG� FDUHG� IRU�
OLYHVWRFN��'HPD�SURYHG�WR�EH�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�ZRUNHU��/LNH�PDQ\�PLJUDQWV�GR��'HPD�WRRN�
on additional jobs. After a few years in Switzerland, he married an Albanian woman 
from Kosova. She began working in the restaurant kitchens there. The couple had two 
FKLOGUHQ��D�GDXJKWHU�DQG�D�VRQ��
� ,Q�������LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��KH�EHJDQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�UHWXUQLQJ�E\�¿UVW�VHQGLQJ�
his wife and children back home, never imagining that he would remain a migrant until 
2011, 24 years after he emigrated. Since their family homes in the village were all 
destroyed by Serbian bombardment, they built a new house that accomodated Dema’s 
parents, two brothers with their families, and Dema’s wife and children. He decided 
WR� UHWXUQ�DIWHU� OHDUQLQJ�DERXW� WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�ELR�SURGXFWV��SDUWLFXODUO\�HJJV��DQG� WKH�
promising future that scientists in Switzerland predicted for such products. As he 
H[SODLQV��

2QH�GD\�,�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�79�DQG�ZKLOH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�QHZV�,�QRWLFHG�WKH\�ZHUH�
showing results on a survey about people’s most favourite product. “Bio egg” 
ZDV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��,�OLVWHQHG�DWWHQWLYHO\�DERXW�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�ELR�SURGXFWV�
DQG�LWV�HFRQRPLF�DQG�KHDOWK�EHQH¿WV��$QG�WKHQ�LW�VWUXFN�PH�³7KDW¶V�LW��,�DP�JRLQJ�
home and I will do the best for my country and people. If I am doing this here, 
why can’t I do it there?” 

Upon his return, he built a chicken coop where he initially kept 200 chickens, adhering 
to all required standards for producing bio eggs. This positively impacted not only 
his nuclear family but also on his brothers, who live nearby and, in some respects, 
VWLOO� IXQFWLRQ�DV�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\��1RZ��WKH�IRXU�EURWKHUV�HDFK�KDYH�WKHLU�KRXVHV�DQG�
live separately, but they work together in different sectors. They run a bio products 
company, and in addition to bio eggs, they sell honey from beekeeping operations (one 
of brothers has 50 bee hives), as well as jams, pickles, DMYDU and other goods made 
from fruits (apples, plums, pears, and various berries) and vegetables, all cultivated 
without pesticides. They also produce cheese and dairy products from their cows.  Their 
\RXQJHVW�EURWKHU�UHPDLQV�LQ�*HUPDQ\�EXW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�VHQG�UHPLWWDQFHV��
� +LV� UHWXUQ�KDV�KDG�D�SRVLWLYH� LPSDFW�EH\RQG�KLV� IDPLO\��H[WHQGLQJ� WKH�ERXQGDULHV�
RI�KLV� LQÀXHQFH�DQG�HOHYDWLQJ�WKH�GHJUHH�RI� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�LPSDFW��2YHU� WLPH�� WKH�
number of chickens increased, requiring him to set up additional chicken coops and 
FROOHFWLQJ�SRLQWV��ZKLFK�KDYH�DOVR�EHQH¿WHG�RWKHU�YLOODJHUV��KH�QRZ�KDV�DURXQG������
chickens). In addition to renting land for coops, he involved several families with low 
socio-economic status in entrepreneurship, helping them improve the quality of cattle 
and chicken farming while ensuring adherence to bio standards for producing cheese 
and eggs. He distributes eggs to around 200 markets across Kosova and delivers family 
ELR�SURGXFWV�WR�DIÀXHQW�FOLHQWV�LQ�3ULVKWLQD�



Kosova Anthropologica 2

75

                     Figure 3. Chicken coop. Photo by author.

 His innovation does not stop there. For nearly ten years, he has also operated a 
UHVWDXUDQW� RQ� WKH� ¿UVW� ÀRRU� RI� KLV� KRXVH�� RIIHULQJ� VWXQQLQJ� YLHZV� RI� WKH�PRXQWDLQV�
and sky. Alongside local traditional dishes, the restaurant serves Swiss dishes prepared 
E\�KLV�ZLIH��ZKR�OHDUQHG�WR�PDNH�WKHP�GXULQJ�WKHLU�WLPH�LQ�6ZLW]HUODQG���1H[W�WR�WKH�
UHVWDXUDQW��KH�RSHQHG�D�³+RI�ODGHQ´��D�*HUPDQ�WHUP�IRU�D�IDUP�VKRS���ZKHUH�KH�VHOOV�
his family’s bio products. A large table in his Hof-laden is covered with numerous 
photos of distinguished guests who have dined there, including ambassadors, Kosova 
DQG�ZRUOG�SROLWLFLDQV��:RUOG�%DQN�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��DQG��PDQ\�RWKHUV��7KH�PHQX�FRVWV�
€����LQFOXGLQJ�ZLQH�DQG�UDNLD��$OWKRXJK�LW�LV�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH�WKDQ�LQ�RWKHU�SODFHV��KH�
H[SODLQV�

,W�LV�ZRUWKZKLOH��VLQFH�RQFH�WKH\�DUH�KHUH��WKH\�FDQ�IHHO�DV�LI�WKH\�WRRN�D�ÀLJKW�DQG�
reached in Swiss Alps, not only because of the dishes, but also of the beautiful 
view from window that look directly in mountains. 
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)LJXUH����9LHZ�IURP�WKH�UHVWDXUDQW��3KRWR�E\�DXWKRU�

������������������)LJXUH����+RÀDGHQ��3KRWR�E\�DXWKRU�

,GHDV�DQG�DJHQF\�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�DUH�H[SUHVVHG�E\�QHZ�LQLWLDWLYHV��5HFRJQLVLQJ�WKH�
EHDXW\�RI�WKH�YLOODJH�DQG�LWV�SRWHQWLDO�WR�DWWUDFW�WRXULVWV��KH�SODQV�WR�H[SDQG�KLV�EXVLQHVV�
by offering rooms for rent. More importantly, he collaborated with fellow farmers 
to establish an association aimed at addressing their common needs with relevant 
PLQLVWULHV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��GLVVDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�GRQDWLRQV�DQG�VXEVLGLHV�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�
state to entrepreneurs, he is negotiating with fellow farmers to open a bank to achieve 
independence.
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��)LJXUH����3URGXFWV�VROG�LQ�+RÀDGHQ��3KRWR�E\�DXWKRU�
  
 Thanks to his innovativeness and new social status, he believes he has become a 

strong competitor in the market to two international egg brands, one from Italy and the 
other from Turkey. He proudly states that his production methods have attracted visits 
IURP�IRUHLJQ�H[SHUW�DQG�VWXGHQWV�IURP�QDWLRQDO�XQLYHUVLW\���+LV�XSZDUG�VRFLDO�PRELOLW\�
and satisfaction with his success, especially in contrast to his life as immigrant, are 
HYLGHQW�ZKHQ�KH�VWDWHV�

I feel so proud because the sceptics who told me that I will not succeed, that I 
would not be able to sell, and that many products would not grow in my village 
ZLWKRXW�SHVWLFLGHV��ZHUH�SURYHQ�ZURQJ�>«@�,Q�6ZLW]HUODQG�,�ZDV�DQRQ\PRXV��
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Today I am visited by ambassadors, professors, politicians and other prominent 
people. 

 
 Leaving as bakers, returning as wine producers 

 The third case, involving Luka, reveals different patterns of migration, action 
and negotiation.  Luka’s family originates from the village near the municipality of 
Prizren, located in the ethnographic province of Has in southern Kosova. This region 
is renowned for its long history of migration, particularly among men, who worked as 
EDNHUV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�DUHD��0HDQZKLOH��WKRVH�ZKR�UHPDLQHG�ZRUNHG�LQ�IDPLO\�¿HOGV�
cultivating different crops and vegetables. Luka has seven siblings - four brothers and 
three sisters. He is the eldest son, born in 1975, and his youngest brother was born in 
������
 Five generations of this family have worked and continue to work abroad as bakers 
in various locations.  They began in Rahovec, a town in Kosova, then moved to Serbia, 
where Luka’s grandfather and earlier generations worked for decades.  Later, they 
PRYHG�WR�9RMYRGLQD��ZLWK�KLV�IDWKHU�,VD�DQG�KLV�XQFOH�+DVDQ�UHORFDWLQJ�WKHUH�LQ�������
/XND�MRLQHG�WKHP�LQ�9RMYRGLQD�DW�WKH�DJH�����%\�������DOO�EURWKHUV�DQG�WKHLU�QXFOHDU�
IDPLOLHV�KDG�MRLQHG�DV�ZHOO��/XND�ZRUNHG�LQ�5XPDQLD�IURP������WR�������ZLWKRXW�KLV�
EURWKHUV��0RUH�UHFHQWO\��WKH\�UHORFDWHG�LQ�6ORYDNLD��+LV�WKLUG�EURWKHU�PRYHG�¿UVW�WR�WKH�
city of âDPRULQ, while Luka settled in Bratislava, where three other brothers soon was 
joined. Currently, Luka and Xhema work together in one bakery, while Ahmet and Nebi 
UXQ�DQRWKHU��5H¿N�FKRVH�WR�ZRUN�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�LQ�âDPRULQ.
 It is worth noting that Luka and his brothers, like many families in rural Kosova, 
VKRZ�VWURQJ�HOHPHQWV�RI� WUDGLWLRQDO�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUH��7KRVH�HOHPHQWV�ZHUH�
also evident in Dema’s case. I have previously referred to cases like this as transnational 
H[WHQGHG�IDPLOLHV��FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�WKH�ODUJH�VL]H�RI�H[WHQGHG�IDPLOLHV�DPRQJ�.RVRYD�
$OEDQLDQV�DQG�WKH�XQLTXH�VROLGDULW\�WKDW�H[WHQGV�WR�XQFOHV��.DGULX�����������±������
� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�'HERUDK�)DK\�%U\FHVRQ�DQG�8OOD�9XRUHOD�³WUDQVQDWLRQDO�IDPLOLHV�>«�
are] families that live some or most of the time separated from each other, yet hold 
together and create something that can be seen as a feeling of a collective welfare and 
XQLW\��QDPHO\�µIDPLO\KRRG¶��HYHQ�DFURVV�QDWLRQDO�ERUGHUV´��)DK\�%U\FHVRQ�	�9XRUHOD�
2002, 3) This phenomenon, combined with the feeling of belonging and connection 
WR� WKH�KRPHODQG�� UHYHDO�FRPPXQDO� V\PEROLF�ERXQGDULHV� WR�D�JUHDW�H[WHQW��$OWKRXJK�
by the year 2000 all brothers were living outside of their country of origin, ties to the 
homeland were preserved. This was primarily because since 1992 Isa, their father, had 
returned to the village in 1992 and lived there with their mother. Their socioeconomic 
positioning in the host country remained unchanged for generations. However, in their 
YLOODJH��LW�EHJDQ�WR�VKLIW��¿UVW�ZLWK�SXUFKDVH�RI�ODQG�DQG�ODWHU�ZLWK�D�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�
new family house in 2002. Although they predominantly lived transnationally, Luka 
and his brothers always intended - and still plan -  to return permanently some day. 
7KH�¿UVW�VWHS�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�/XND�LQ�������ZKHQ�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ�UHWXUQHG�WR�
the village, although he continued to work abroad. Shortly afterward, Xhema followed 

��
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suit. The primary motivation for returning their wives and children was to prevent their 
children’s assimilation into the host country. They work in pairs because it is more 
convenient for managing their business. For Luka and Xhema, this arrangement also 
facilitates visits and care for their nuclear families and their mother back home (their 
father passed away in 2015). They take turns staying home for three months at a time. 
The other brothers live with their nuclear families in host cities and visit homeland 
IRU�VXPPHU�KROLGD\V�RU�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�RFFDVLRQ���1HYHUWKHOHVV��DOO�¿YH�RI�WKHP�VWLOO�
mostly think and work as a joint family, especially concerning the shared property in 
WKHLU�KRPH�YLOODJH��WKXV�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\�DV�DQ�H[WHQGHG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�IDPLO\��
 As a predominantly transnational family, but always keeping return and a strong 
connection to their homeland in mind, their upward social mobility became evident 
in 2013. That year, they began constructing separate yet uniform houses in the same 
FRXUW\DUG��ZKLFK� WKH\�PRYHG� LQWR� LQ� �����ZKHQ� WKH� KRXVHV�ZHUH� FRPSOHWHG��7KH\�
are beautiful, large, modern houses, and surrounded by beautiful courtyards. They 
symbolize traditional values such as equality, brotherhood, and familyhood, while 
UHÀHFWLQJ�WKHLU�VXFFHVV�DQG�PRGHUQL]DWLRQ���7KH�DFFXPXODWLRQ�RI�¿QDQFLDO�UHPLWWDQFHV�
and joint investments reify symbolic boundaries of familial belonging. In public 
GLVFRXUVH��DV�LV�RIWHQ�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�PLJUDQWV��WKLV�H[SUHVVLRQ�LV�HOHYDWHG�WR�QRWLRQV�RI�
ethnic, national, or cultural belonging.

 

         Figure 7. Field planted with currants. Photo by author. 

� $� GHFDGH� ODWHU�� LQ� ����� /XND� DQG� KLV� EURWKHUV� WRRN� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� VWHS� LQ� WKHLU�
WUDQVQDWLRQDO� OLIH� MRXUQH\� E\� OHYHUDJLQJ� WKHLU� H[SDQGHG� VRFLDO� QHWZRUN�� $IWHU�
establishing a meaningful relationship with Sala, an Albanian wine technologist from 
North Macedonia, and his employer – a wine owner in Slovakia - they decided to invest 
in a major joint project, that would allow them to cross multiple boundaries. They 
established a currant wine factory. The land their father bought decades ago, which 
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was previously planted with corn, wheat, and other common crops and vegetables, now 
has been planted with currants. In recent years, they had not used the land themselves, 
instead renting it to a villager without compensation, simply to keep it productive. The 
factory premises’ foundation was inaugurated in June, with all brothers agreeing that 
it was a valuable opportunity. This venture provides all of them with motivation to 
eventually return home. 

��������)LJXUH����)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�FXUUDQW�ZLQH�IDFWRU\��3KRWR�E\�DXWKRU�

A degree of development and upward social mobility is anticipated with the 
operationalization of the wine factory. This will involve a shift in profession, managerial 
responsibilities, and employment opportunities that will impact not only their family 
but also the village community. This indicates the need for a network of professionals 
for factory, including entrepreneurs from abroad, architects, construction companies, as 
ZHOO�DV�ZLQH�H[SHUWV�IURP�.RVRYD��WRR���
7KH�FDVHV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU�SURYLGH�YDOXDEOH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�

professionally low-skilled emigrants (without higher education in these professions). 
'HVSLWH�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�IRUPDO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV��WKHLU�LQQRYDWLYH�DJHQF\�DQG�LGHDV�VXFFHHGHG�
GXH� WR� RWKHU� IDFWRUV� LGHQWL¿HG� DV� SUHFRQGLWLRQV� IRU� VXFFHVVIXO� UHWXUQ�� UHDGLQHVV��
SUHSDUHGQHVV��WLPH�VSHQW�LQ�WKH�KRVW�FRXQWU\���DJH�DQG�WKH�VXI¿FLHQW�DFFXPXODWLRQ�RI�

��
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¿QDQFLDO�� VRFLDO�DQG�KXPDQ�FDSLWDO��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�H[DPSOHV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�KLJK�
skilled emigrants returning to rural areas in Kosova, whose developmental impact may 
be greater - or not - and which undoubtedly warrants further research. 
(DFK�RI� WKH�DERYH�H[SHULHQFHV� LV�XQLTXH�EXW� VKDUHV� VHYHUDO� FRPPRQDOLWLHV�� ,Q�DOO�

FDVHV��QRWLFHDEOH�WKHLU�IXQFWLRQLQJ�ZLWKLQ�DQ�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�LV�HYLGHQW��H[HPSOLI\LQJ�
the notion and characteristics of a transnational family as a factor contributing to 
preparedness and maintaining relevant social networks and ties to homeland.  Third 
case appears particularly distinct, as it highlights not only strong familial ties but 
also a transnational social network and its impact on new ideas and innovation, 
and development. This also demonstrates that, in some respect, development has 
been achieved while traditional values are preserved. Overall, in all three cases, the 
returnees have achieved upward social mobility, particularly in terms of quality of life 
DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�� 6LJQL¿FDQW� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� XSZDUG�PRELOLW\� LQ� UHVSHFW� WR� FXOWXUDO�
development (i.e., university education) are noticed in second generation demonstrating 
ongoing investment in further social mobility. From a gender perspective, wives are 
LQFUHDVLQJO\�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS��+RZHYHU��LQ�UXUDO�FRQWH[W��WKH\�FRQWLQXH�
to perform traditional tasks such as cooking and preparing dairy products.  

A lack of agency in decision-making among migrant’s wives concerning return 
is evident in Dema’s and Luka’s cases. However, gender equality in rural areas was 
observed during research in another village of Rugova region, where returnees (a couple 
with their children) established a motel. The couple prepare traditional food, rent rooms, 
and contributes to the region’s tourism development. Progress in improving women’s 
role and position can be anticipated among younger generations, such as migrants’ 
children. This is evident the fact that Luka’s daughter graduated from university and is 
now employed as an early childhood educator at a preschool in nearby city. Similarly, 
Dema’s daughter graduated with a degree in Mathematics and is employed.  
7KH�¿UVW�WZR�FDVHV��ZKLFK�PD\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�HVWDEOLVKHG�UHWXUQ�FDVHV��UHYHDOHG�

that interlocutors highlighted several challenges they encounter as entrepreneurs.  
$PRQJ� WKHLU� FRQFHUQ�ZDV� WKH� ODFN� RI� VXI¿FLHQW� JRYHUQPHQWDO� VXSSRUW�� WKRXJK� WKH\�
acknowledged receiving occasional assistance. However, they argued that their 
FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� WKH� VWDWH� WKURXJK� WD[HV� VXSSRUW� RYHUDOO� GHYHORSPHQW�� DQG� WKXV� WKHLU�
HQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�VKRXOG�EH� IXUWKHU�HQFRXUDJHG�DQG�VXSSRUWHG��'HPD�H[SODLQHG�KRZ�
FHUWDLQ�UHJXODWLRQV�FRPSOLFDWH�DFFHVV�WR�VXSSRUW�DQG�KLQGHU�GHYHORSPHQW��³,I�ZH�KDYH�
donations/grants, we cannot ask for bank credits. If we apply for bank credit, we are 
QRW�DOORZHG� WR� UHTXHVW�GRQDWLRQV�� �&RQVLGHULQJ� WKH� ORZ�OHYHO�RI�VXSSRUW��KLJK� WD[HV��
DQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�PRQHWDU\�GHPDQGV�IURP�PDUNHW�VKRSV�IRU�VHOOLQJ�SURGXFWV��ZH�IDFH�
considerable burdens.” 

In all three cases, the conversations revealed certain social remittances brought 
from the host countries. According to Peggy Levitt, “social remittances are the ideas, 
EHKDYLRXUV��LGHQWLWLHV��DQG�VRFLDO�FDSLWDO�WKDW�PLJUDQWV�H[SRUW�WR�WKHLU�KRPH�FRPPXQLWLHV��
They include ideas about democracy, health, and community organization.” (2004, 6). 
,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��WKH\�DOO�HPSKDVL]HG�ZRUN�HWKLFV��SXQFWXDOLW\��DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�
VHFRQG�DQG�WKLUG�SDUWLHV�DV�PRVW�UHOHYDQW�H[SHULHQFHV�JDLQHG�IURP�WKH�KRVW�FRXQWULHV��
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,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� LQ� WKH�¿UVW� WZR�FDVHV��JUDIWLQJ�DQG�ELRSURGXFWLRQ�FDQ�EH� LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�
modern advancements of traditional practices, adapted to align with new consumer 
trends and marking social and economic development. The ideas for establishing a 
farmers’ association and a bank represent tangible innovations related to democracy 
and community organization. The establishment of the wine factory, though still in  
LWV�HDUO\�VWDJHV��LV�DQWLFLSDWHG�WR�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�ERWK�WKH�YLOODJH�DQG�WKH�
country. I have contacted Luka recently (2024)  and I was really delighted to hear that 
the planted fruits are thriving  in their land.  
'HVSLWH�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�WKHVH�UHWXUQHHV�HQFRXQWHUHG�XSRQ�UHWXUQLQJ�

and establishing businesses, when asked if they regretted their decision to return, 
WKH�DQVZHU�ZDV�D�¿UP�µQR¶��7KHLU� UHDVRQLQJ�RIWHQ� LQFOXGHG�SDWULRWLF� VHQWLPHQWV�DQG�
deep love for family, community, and homeland.  This serves as evidence that their 
determination and willingness to return drives their continued efforts toward personal, 
familial, and communal development, as well as their goal of making their homeland 
a better place.  

 Conclusion

 The phenomenon of self-voluntary return of migrants has been observed since the end 
of the war in 1999. This occurred largely due to the anticipated freedom of homeland 
DQG�WKH�KHLJKWHQHG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�QHZ�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ��7KLV�VLWXDWLRQ�
and sense of security for Kosova Albanians provided a well-founded precondition for 
what Amartya Sen described as ‘people’s capability to control their own lives and have 
access to key resources for enjoyable and satisfying life’ which leads to development. 
(Amartya Sen 1999, in King 2022, 315)
 For Shyqa and Dulla, 1999 was a year when they gained the capability to take 
control of their actions and realize their desire to return. This was a year in which, 
as emphasized in Structural Approach, “reality of the economy and society in the 
country” was favourable for them; it was also the year when, in line with the theory of 
New Economics of Labour Migration, their “calculated strategies” could be realized. 
Shyqa’s willingness, motivation, and readiness to get married and start a business were 
immediate, whereas Dulla’s “preparedness” required several more years. 
7KHVH�WZR�FDVHV�H[KLELW�IHZHU�HOHPHQWV�RI�7UDQVQDWLRQDO�DSSURDFK�VLQFH�WKHLU�UHWXUQ�

seems more as the “end of the cycle” of their migration. However, Shyqa’s business 
LV�EHFRPLQJ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�GXH� WR�H[SRUW�RI�KLV�FRPPRGLWLHV��ZKLOH�'XOD¶V�UHVWDXUDQW�
is evolving into a symbolic “transnational space” where Switzerland can be tasted 
through Swiss dishes, mountainous landscape, and international customers.   In Luka’s 
case, elements of Transnational and Social Network approach are more prominent. 
This is because they live as a transnational family across several host countries while 
investing in same entrepreneurial venture, utilizing their Social Network to support the 
business. The impact of their entrepreneurship on family and community development 
is promising, although it is still a work in progress. 
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International literature on return migration suggests that return to rural areas often have 
OLPLWHG�GHYHORSPHQWDO� LPSDFW� IRU� WZR� UHDVRQV��¿UVW�� UHWXUQHHV� RIWHQ�KDYH� � ORZ� VNLOO�
SUR¿OH��DQG�VHFRQG��UXUDO�DUHDV�RIIHU�OLPLWHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�DUH�RIWHQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
by closed, conservative, and patriarchal communities. However, these case studies 
demonstrate that the return migration to rural areas can lead to success, local and state 
development, and social upward mobility of migrants, their families and communities, 
ultimately contributing to overall wellbeing.  

ENDNOTES

1 $FFRUGLQJ� WR�:RUOG�%DQN� HVWLPDWHV� IURP������� ���SHU� FHQW� RI�.RVRYDU�PLJUDQWV�
originate from rural areas (Möllers et.al 2017, 13).
2 In numerous conversations with migrants, it was evident that, in addition to investing 
in their villages, they also buy apartments in nearest city from the village or in the 
FDSLWDO�3ULVKWLQD�� WKHUHE\�EHFRPLQJ�PXOWLORFDO��&DUROLQ�/HXWORII�*UDQGLWV�REVHUYHG�D�
VLPLODU�SKHQRPHQRQ�DPRQJ�PLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�2SRMD�LQ�.RVRYD��DQG�H[SODLQHG�
it as a need to distance themselves from social control of village life. This pattern has 
DOVR�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��)DUUHOO�HW��DO��������������+DJDQ�DQG�:DVVLQN�
2019). 
3 0\�WKHVLV��WLWOHG�³)DPLO\�$IIDLUV�:KLOH�RQ�+ROLGD\���3UDFWLFLQJ�+ROLGD\V�DQG�.HHSLQJ�
)DPLO\�7LHV�LQ�WKH�.RVRYD�$OEDQLDQ�'LDVSRUD´�ZDV�GHIHQGHG�RQ����1RYHPEHU�������
0DQ\� UHWXUQHHV�ZHUH� DOVR� HQFRXQWHUHG� GXULQJ� WKH� SURMHFW� WLWOHG� ³$WODVL� HWQRJUD¿N� L�
IVKDWLW� Qs�.RVRYs�(WKQRJUDSKLF�$WODV� RI�.RVRYD�9LOODJHV´�ZKLFK�ZDV� FRQGXFWHG� LQ�
����� E\� WKH� ,QVWLWXWH� RI�$OEDQRORJ\� LQ� 3ULVKWLQD�� UHVSHFWLYHO\� LWV� WZR�'HSDUWPHQWV��
(WKQRORJ\�DQG�)RONORUH��$V�D�UHVXOW�����YLOODJHV�DFURVV�.RVRYD�ZHUH�YLVLWHG��DQG����
interviews were recorded. Some of the interviewees were return migrants.
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