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 The third volume of Kosova Anthropologica brings together three research articles, 
representing ethnomusicology, social anthropology, and archaeology, alongside a 
ERRN�UHYLHZ��$V�D�YROXPH��LW�UHÀHFW�WKH�MRXUQDO¶V�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�DQG�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�
RULHQWDWLRQ�� EXW� DOVR� LWV� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� H[SORULQJ� VRFLDO�� FXOWXUDO�� DQG� KLVWRULFDO�
processes in  the wider region, from antiquity to the contemporary moment. 
� � � 7KH� ¿UVW� DUWLFOH�� E\�0LNHDOD�0LQJD�� JURXQGHG� LQ� HWKQRPXVLFRORJ\�� H[SORUHV� WKH�
UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�PLJUDWLRQ��PXVLF�PDNLQJ��DQG�OLYHG�H[SHULHQFH�DPRQJ�WKH�9ODFK±
Aromanian minority in the village of Drenova, southeastern Albania. Focusing on a 
JURXS�RI�PDOH�VLQJHUV��WKH�VWXG\�H[DPLQHV�KRZ�PLJUDWLRQ�KDV�VKDSHG�ERWK�LQGLYLGXDO�
OLIH� WUDMHFWRULHV� DQG� FROOHFWLYH� PXVLFDO� SUDFWLFHV�� %DVHG� RQ� HWKQRJUDSKLF� ¿HOGZRUN�
connected to the recording of the album on Aromanian Songs from Drenova, the 
author demonstrates how traditional multipart singing functions as a space of memory, 
HPRWLRQDO� H[SUHVVLRQ�� DQG� VRFLDO� ERQGLQJ��0LJUDWLRQ� HPHUJHV� QRW� RQO\� DV� D� O\ULFDO�
WKHPH�EXW�DOVR�DV�DQ�HPERGLHG�DQG�SHUIRUPDWLYH�H[SHULHQFH��HQDFWHG�WKURXJK�³VLQJLQJ�
in company” during informal gatherings. Songs articulate loss, longing, return, and 
belonging. By focusing on performance, place, and subjectivity, Minga shows how 
music sustains cultural continuity while triggering creative responses to changing 
migratory realities.
� � � � 7KH� VHFRQG� DUWLFOH�� E\� &DUROLQ� /HXWORIIV�*UDQGLWV�� H[DPLQHV� GLJLWDO� HWKQLF�
entrepreneurship through the case of Dua.com, a matchmaking application designed 
VSHFL¿FDOO\� IRU� $OEDQLDQV� OLYLQJ� DFURVV� QDWLRQDO� ERUGHUV�� )RXQGHG� E\� D� .RVRYD�
Albanian entrepreneur raised in Switzerland, the platform presents itself as both a tool 
IRU�¿QGLQJ�URPDQWLF�SDUWQHUV�DQG�D�JXDUGLDQ�RI�$OEDQLDQ�FXOWXUDO�YDOXHV��7KH�DUWLFOH�
analyzes how Dua.com markets intra-ethnic dating by mobilizing shared language, 
traditions, and family norms to foster connections among Albanians in the diaspora 
and in their countries of origin. By replacing kin- and community-based matchmaking 
with algorithmic mediation, the app preserves ethnic endogamy while simultaneously 
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individualizing partner choice. Features that compress geographic distance facilitate 
transnational relationships beyond seasonal visits or family mediation. The study argues 
that Dua.com illustrates how digital platforms actively co-produce ethnic identity, 
reshape kinship practices, and reframe family formation within a digitally embedded 
transnational landscape.
   The third article, by Belisa Muka, provides an archaeological perspective by 
H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�FLW\�RI�3KRLQLNH�IURP�WKH�+HOOHQLVWLF�
through the Roman periods. Drawing on new archaeological evidence gathered since 
����� WKURXJK� V\VWH�PDWLF� $OEDQLDQ±,WDOLDQ� H[FDYDWLRQV�� WKH� VWXG\� UHFRQVWUXFWV� WKH�
city’s architectural layout, public monuments, residential areas, and funerary spaces. 
It highlights Phoinike’s role as the political and urban center of ancient Kaonia, 
HPSKDVL]LQJ� LWV� VWUDWHJLF� ORFDWLRQ�� IRUWL¿FDWLRQV�� DJRUDH�� WKHDWHU�� DQG� FRPSOH[�ZDWHU�
infrastructure. Tracing continuities and transformations in urban planning, the article 
VKRZV�KRZ�+HOOHQLVWLF�VWUXFWXUHV�ZHUH�DGDSWHG��H[SDQGHG��RU�UHSXUSRVHG�XQGHU�5RPDQ�
rule. Special attention is given to monumental ensembles, domestic architecture, and 
religious practices, illustrating how social, political, and cultural dynamics shaped the 
city over time. Overall, the article positions Phoinike as a key provincial center whose 
ORQJ�WHUP�XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�UHÀHFWV�EURDGHU�KLVWRULFDO�SURFHVVHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��
   The volume concludes with Eralda Lameborshi’s book review of Encountering Race 
in Albania: An Ethnography of the Communist Afterlife by American anthropologist 
&KHOVL�:HVW�2KXHUL��7KH�UHYLHZ�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�ERRN¶V�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�UDFH�
and post-socialist studies, emphasizing its challenge to the assumption that race is solely 
a Western phenomenon. Through the analytical lens of the “communist afterlife,” the 
book traces how socialist-era ideologies of internationalism and anti-racism continue to 
shape contemporary racial formations in Albania. The reviewer underscores the role of 
hospitality and besa as cultural frameworks that simultaneously obscure and reproduce 
racial inequalities, particularly affecting Roma and Balkan Egyptian communities. The 
review praises the book’s nuanced ethnography and its relevance for understanding 
race in SouthEastern Europe and beyond.
  The papers in this volume offer a refreshing and timely set of perspectives that 
fore-ground cultural diversity in the region across different historical moments. By 
engaging with Vlach–Aromanian musical traditions in Albania, Albanian diasporic 
identity formation through digital technologies, and the urban life of ancient cities in 
$OEDQLD��WKLV�YROXPH�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�SOXUDOLW\�RI�FXOWXUDO�H[SUHVVLRQV��VRFLDO�IRUPDWLRQV��
and historical trajectories that have shaped the region. The interdisciplinary dialogue 
between ethnomusicology, social anthropology, and archaeology, complemented 
by a critical engagement with contemporary debates on race, underscores Kosova 
Anthropologica’s role as a forum for innovative scholarship attending to both local 
particularities and transnational processes.


